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2 Corinthians chapter 11 

Paul’s Concern for the Corinthians’ Faithfulness (vs. 1-4) 

Vs. 1 – Regarding the phrase “Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly” 

Paul does not call the defense of his apostleship folly because it is stupid or 

nonsense. He calls it folly because he does it reluctantly, knowing his time and 

effort could be spent on far better things. He calls it folly because he knows that 

the things he believed to be honorable about his apostleship would be 

regarded as foolish by some of the Corinthian Christians.  So he asks the 

Corinthian believers to bear with him because of the enemies attacking his 

apostleship had to be addressed to silence their false accusations.   

Vs. 2 – Paul loved the Corinthians and was legitimately jealous because as 

their spiritual father (1 Corinthians 4:15), he had betrothed (the person to 

whom one is engaged) them to Christ and wanted to present them to Jesus as 

a chaste virgin.  Paul was anxious for the Corinthians and desired their love 

and commitment should be for Christ alone, just as a pure bride saves her 

love for one man only.  In this verse “pure bride” means one who was 

unaffected by false doctrine. Additionally, human jealousy is a vice but the 

Lord said, I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God. (Exodus 20:5).   “God’s 

jealousy is love in action. He refuses to share the human heart with any rival, 

because He knows that upon that loyalty to Him depends our very moral 
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life…God is not jealous of us: He is jealous for us.” Anytime we give our 

hearts to something other than God, we are committing “spiritual adultery.” 

Sharing God’s jealousy for His people is a virtue.  I remember reading that 

Oprah Winfrey was led away from traditional Christianity because she heard 

a sermon on the jealousy of God, and she didn’t think it was right. Oprah 

Winfrey gravely misinterpreted what God being jealous for His people is all 

about when she said that statement lead to her moving away from Christian 

thinking/doctrine).  God has a strong desire that all the affections that belong 

to Him in the hearts of His people come to Him rather than going to other 

persons or other things. 

Vs. 3 - It is important that the Corinthian Christians understood and trusted 

Paul’s apostolic credentials because Paul knows the subtle nature of Satan’s 

deceptions.  Matter of fact Paul said earlier in chapter 2:11 “lest Satan should 

take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.”  What allows us to 

not fall for Satan’s devices is knowing the word of God and praying back the 

Scriptures (this was the basis of my workshop I taught on prayer at AFMBC on 

Saturday, May 12th).  Again the Corinthians (particularly the false teachers) 

didn’t like Paul’s apparent weakness and unimpressive appearance. This was 

an important point because Paul’s apparent weakness was shared by Jesus 

who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 
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but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and 

coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of 

the cross - (Philippians 2:6-8). It wasn’t only the apostolic credentials of Paul 

that were under attack; the very nature of Jesus was attacked.  Paul 

understood that Satan’s deception of Eve in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-

5) is a good example of Satan’s deceptive tactics.  “A lie that is all of a lie can 

be met with and fought outright; but a lie that is partly the truth; a truth that 

has been twisted is a harder matter to fight.” (to say, I saw my pastor or my 

deacon with a married woman eating dinner laughing and grining; but they 

may not know at the same time they saw the married pastor or deacon his 

wife may have been in the bathroom or the woman may have had a friend 

with her in the bathroom…it was a partial truth). 

Vs. 4 - It is important that the Corinthian Christians understand and trust 

Paul’s apostolic credentials because Paul knows they are attracted to the false 

apostles who preach another Jesus. Paul warned the Galatians against 

receiving another Jesus in Galatians 1:8-9 which says, “But even if we, or an 

angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached 

to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone 

preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be 
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accursed.”  You see the Corinthians believers were prone to fall for smooth 

talk and messages that sounded good and seemed to make sense.  You must be 

a Berean (Acts 17:11) - “These were more fair-minded than those in 

Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the 

Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.” If the message cannot 

be backed up in the word of God stop listening or don’t drop anchor on it.  

Finally, in the phrase “If He who comes” we must know an apostle is “one who 

is sent.”  They had to have been alive and commissioned by Jesus while He 

was on the earth and they had to have seen the risen savior.  These 

troublemakers were the exact opposite of apostles. One could say of the false 

apostles “He who comes.” But in regards to the authentic apostle, he is “one 

who is sent” by God. The false apostles had simply come; they were not really 

sent by God; they saw an opportunity to gain power, prestige, and money and 

took it.  Finally, regarding the phrase “You may well put up with it” – Paul was 

saying the problem wasn’t so much that these false teachers had come among 

the Christians in Corinth. The problem was that the Corinthian Christians put 

up with them. The church has the same problem today. It is not surprising that 

there are false teachers in the church today; if the church’s leadership is not 

rooted and grounded in the word of God it can allow anything to happen in 

the name of “come as you are or all paths lead to heaven.  You can come as 
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you are to Jesus; but when you have an authentic encounter with Jesus you 

don’t leave the same way you came. 

Paul and False Apostle (vs. 5-15) 

Vs. 5 – Regarding the phrase “For I consider that I am not at all inferior to the 

most eminent apostles” Paul compares himself to some he refers to as the most 

eminent apostles - (the word eminent means famous and respected within a 

particular sphere or profession).  Apparently, these were apostles that the 

Corinthian Christians preferred over Paul.  Now commentators debate the 

identity of these most eminent apostles. Some think they were other prominent 

apostles such as Peter or Apollos (as mentioned in 1 Corinthians 1:12). This 

isn’t likely since Paul speaks sarcastically of the false apostles who claimed to 

be superior to Paul.  In the original Greek language, the idea behind the 

phrase most eminent apostles is “extra-super apostles.” Paul writes 

sarcastically in reference to those who thought of and promoted themselves as 

“super-duper apostles.”  We have some pastors and preachers who view 

themselves the same way…they think because they pastor a mega church; 

they received a doctorate degree - that gives them “super duper” pastor 

credentials.  Our evaluation from God will be based on what did we do with what 

God gave us….God will evaluate us on if we were true to His word; did we teach 

and model His word.  He will not ask us how many conferences we led or held.  
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When Paul says “I am not at all inferior” whoever those most eminent apostles 

were, Paul will not claim to be less than they. Later Paul will explain how he 

(in an unlikely way) is greater than these supposedly most eminent apostles. 

Vs. 6 – In regards to the phrase “Even though I am untrained in speech” - 

Paul, according to the standards of Greek rhetoric, was untrained in speech. In 

Paul’s day, the ability to speak in a polished, sophisticated, entertaining way 

was popular. Others (such as the most eminent apostles that the Corinthian 

Christians loved so much) were able to speak in this manner, but Paul was 

either unable or unwilling to preach in this way (the same exists today; some 

think you have not preached unless you “whooped.)” It didn’t matter to Paul 

because he wasn’t concerned with meeting people’s standards for a “polished” 

or “entertaining” speaker; he was concerned with faithfully preaching the 

gospel so that the unsaved come to Christ; the backslidden return to Christ; and 

the spiritually mature continue growing in Christ.  Jesus read or shared the 

word; gave application and illustration of the word…that is Biblical 

expository preaching…preaching that exposes the meaning of the text with 

relevant application and illustration. Bible scholar A.W. Tozier said the thing 

missing from the Sunday morning worship experience most is expository 

preaching/teaching.  Many people can preach on the word; but not all know 

the God of the word.  Finally, the phrase “But we have been thoroughly 
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manifested among you in all things” Paul couldn’t – or wouldn’t – give the 

Corinthian Christians the polished and entertaining preaching they wanted, 

but he did give them himself. He thoroughly manifested himself among the 

Corinthian Christians in all things. He wasn’t a polished speaker (according 

to the standards of his day), but he was an honest and transparent speaker. 

Vs. 7-9 – In the culture of that day, if a public speaker didn’t take money for 

his speaking he was often disregarded as a poor speaker, with worthless 

teaching. Many people thought of someone who charged no speaking fee as 

strictly an amateur. But Paul didn’t care about the opinion of others when it 

came to his heart for preaching the gospel without being accused of doing it 

for money. In Paul’s eye a loving parent provides for the needs of the family, 

and Paul sacrificed that he might minister to the church at Corinth.  Paul had 

already explained his policy in 1 Corinthians 9 – he pointed out he was a true 

apostle because he had seen the risen Christ and had been commissioned by 

Him.  Paul had a right to ask for financial support just as God’s faithful 

pastors and staff members do today; but he had deliberately given up that 

right so that nobody could accuse him of using the gospel simply as a means of 

making money.  When Paul says, “Did I commit sin?” This shows Paul at his 

most ironic. The Corinthian Christians who despised Paul were so worldly in 

their thinking they actually thought Paul might be in sin because he preached 
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the gospel of God to you free of charge!  When Paul said, in vs. 8 - “I robbed 

other churches, taking wages from them to minister to you” - The word Paul 

used for robbed is strong. In classical Greek, this word was used for stripping 

a dead soldier of his armor.  Paul refers to the fact that he received support 

from Christians in other cities during his time in Corinth. He could say he 

robbed those other churches in the sense that by right, the Corinthian 

Christians should have supported him when he ministered to their spiritual 

needs (1 Corinthian 9:4-11 – 1 Timothy 5:18 – Matthew 10:10).  Instead, Paul 

was a burden to no one among the Corinthian Christians.  In vs. 9 – when 

Paul says, “For what I lacked the brethren who came from Macedonia supplied” 

The other churches Paul “robbed” were in the region of Macedonia, including 

the Philippian church. Paul thanked them for their generosity in Philippians 

4:14-18.  Of course Paul did not ‘literally” rob anyone…he was being 

sarcastic. 

Vs. 10-11 – When Paul says, “No one shall stop me from this boasting” As a 

true apostle, Paul could “boast” that he took no money and that he was more 

interested in the integrity of the message than in his own needs.  In vs. 11 

Paul’s boasting in his weakness and unimpressive image was an 

embarrassment to the Corinthian Christians. Why did he embarrass them this 
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way? It was only because he loved them and would find a way to bring them 

back from their worldly thinking. 

Vs. 12-13 – When Paul says, “I will also continue to do, that I may cut off the 

opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are” 

- Paul wanted to expose the fake apostles as frauds. And if it took biting 

sarcasm or embarrassing the Corinthian Christians to expose them, Paul 

would use those tools.  In vs. 13 - For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ” - Here Paul becomes even 

more direct. Without sarcasm, he plainly calls his detractors in Corinth (or at 

least the leaders among them) false apostles and deceitful workers. 

Vs. 14-15 – Satan and his servants can deceive us by appearing to be 

attractive, good, and moral…many unsuspecting people follow smooth-

talking, Bible-quoting leaders into cults that alienate them from families and 

lead them into the practice of immorality and deceit (Jim Jones, Mormons, 

David Karesch just a few).  Jesus’ teachers are disciples – they deny self, take 

up their cross and follow Jesus; the Bible is the key to identifying deceitful 

teachers – be a Berean (Acts 17:11).  Does the teacher affirm and proclaim 

that Jesus is God the Son who came into world born of a virgin in the 

Immaculate Conception and Jesus is the one and only way unto salvation.  

Find out what they teach about Jesus…all you need to know starts right there.  
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The word transforms here means disguises – to change in appearance; and the 

false teachers will be judged by their words…Paul says in vs. 15 – “According 

to their works” - this is the terrible condemnation reserved for these false 

apostles – to be judged according to their works at the Great White Throne 

Judgment.  The Christian will be judged according to their accomplishment of 

the “prepared works from God” as stated in Ephesians 2:10 at the Bema 

Judgment or Judgment of the Just. 

Reluctant Boasting (vs. 16-21) 

Vs. 16 - It is easy to sense both Paul’s sarcasm and his hesitancy to promote 

himself. He would rather talk about Jesus, but that message is hindered by the 

Corinthians’ disregard of Paul’s credentials as a true apostle, a true 

representative of Jesus.  Paul is not like the “real” fools who boast of their 

credentials. This will become evident when Paul starts stating his credentials 

as a true apostle. Be careful of long introductions in the house of God. 

Vs. 17-19 – Jesus was the perfect example of humility so boasting was not the 

Lord’s mode of operation as it should not be ours.  In vs. 18 Paul feels forced 

into writing about himself, but Paul’s boasting will be nothing like the 

boasting of the many who boast according to the flesh.  In. vs. 19 - again, Paul 
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uses biting sarcasm. If the Corinthian Christians are wise enough to put up 

with so many fools, surely they can listen to Paul for a while! 

Vs. 20 - The bondage Paul speaks of may indicate that these false apostles were 

legalists, trying to put people under the bondage of the Law. However, it is 

just as likely that the bondage Paul refers to is the personal domination and 

authority the most eminent apostles held over others. The emphasis on image 

and outward appearance is often coupled with an authoritarian approach to 

leadership, and this probably explains the bondage Paul refers to.  Regarding 

the phrase, “if one exalts himself, if one strikes you on the face” - The 

Corinthian Christians were so taken with their “super apostles” they would 

accept all kind of ill treatment from them. They were so impressed with the 

image of authority and power of the “super apostles,” they meekly submitted 

to this kind of treatment.  These people emphasized “a man and a title” and 

not Jesus and the Word. 

Vs. 21 - Paul continues the sarcasm, confessing that he is too “weak” to abuse 

his sheep the way the “super apostles” do. So in the instance of being weak he 

is guilty as charged!  The most eminent apostles were bold in proclaiming 

their greatness. 

Suffering for Christ (vs. 22-33) 
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Vs. 22 – First of all Paul knows very well that his blood ancestry does not make 

him an apostle or a servant of Jesus, but many of the most eminent apostles 

either said or implied that it was important. Knowing the silliness of this, Paul 

prefaced his remarks here with “I speak foolishly.” Yet, to make a point (to 

expose the foolishness of the most eminent apostles and to glorify the nature of 

Jesus), he will continue.  Not only was he the seed of Abraham, he was also of 

the Israelites. Not only was he of the Israelites, he was of the Hebrews, 

meaning he was a Jew of Judean descent, as opposed to Jews who were born 

from people coming from areas far from Judea. 

Vs. 23-25 – The word “minister” comes from the ancient Greek word 

diakonos, which describes a humble servant or a menial worker. The most 

eminent apostles had inflated the idea of minister to make it a title of 

exaltation and privilege. Paul had no problem with the title minister, but he 

had a big problem with the understanding of the title promoted by the most 

eminent apostles and received by the Corinthian Christians. In the following 

section, Paul explains what qualifies him to be called a minister of Christ. We 

should expect it to be rather different from what the most eminent apostles 

would claim as their qualifications.  Paul wanted to keep the Corinthians from 

slipping under the spell of the false teachers and turning away from the Good 

News.  Paul gave a list of his credentials in his letter to the Philippians 
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(Philippians 3:4-8).  Regarding the phrase “in labors more abundant” Paul 

was saying I am a minister of Christ because I work harder than any of the 

other apostles for Jesus’ sake. Paul said this even more explicitly in 1 

Corinthians 15:10 - I labored more abundantly than they all.  In contrast, the 

most eminent apostles saw being a minister of Christ as a matter of privilege. 

In their minds, the more of a minister you were, the less you should have to 

work and the more others should serve you.  Paul was also sating there are 

some in the church who occupy a title but do not reflect the corresponding 

service and sacrifice of the title.  What Paul wrote in vs. 23-29 is a reason he 

was inspired to write Philippians 1:29 and 3:10 (read them).  Paul was 

sacrificing his life for the Good News something the false teachers/apostles 

would never do.  Trials and storms strengthen our faith and prepare us for 

future kingdom advancement work.   

Vs. 26-27 – Paul is saying “I am a minister of Christ because I have endured 

many perils and many discomforts for Jesus’ sake.” All these perils simply 

add up to a hard, stress-filled life: In perils of waters: This refers to the great 

dangers Paul faced in crossing rivers as he traveled - In perils of robbers: One 

of the worst dangers of travel in the ancient world were muggers ready to rob 

isolated travelers in the middle of nowhere (as Jesus illustrated in Luke 10:30) 
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· In perils in the city: Paul experienced many hostile mobs in the cities where 

he preached (Acts 13:50, 14:5, 14:19, 16:19, and so forth); In perils in the 

wilderness: In his travels, Paul spent many dangerous days and nights in the 

wilderness - In perils in the sea: This refers to Paul’s many shipwrecks and 

difficulties when traveling by sea - In perils among false brethren: Paul had the 

danger of those who said they were brothers and his friends, but were false 

brethren instead (2 Timothy 4:14 is a later example).  In our modern world, 

we are isolated from so many of the difficulties Paul faced. We can get water 

and food and warmth so much more easily than Paul ever could. Paul simply 

lived a hard life as a missionary, traveling and preaching the gospel.  It wasn’t 

the mere fact of a hard life that made Paul a true minister of Christ. Many 

people have hard lives but are in no way servants of Jesus. But for Paul, all these 

perils and hardships were freely chosen because he could have lived differently if 

he wanted to. But he didn’t want to. He wanted to serve Jesus, and if these 

hardships were part of serving Jesus, he would accept them.  How could the man 

who lived this life possibly be happy? Because he had died to himself! Because 

Paul could say, I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 

Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) Because of 

this, Paul could practice what he preached when he wrote: we also glory in 
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tribulations (Romans 5:3). This wasn’t just “spiritual talk” from Paul; he really 

lived it. Paul could say and mean what he wrote earlier in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18: 

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which 

are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are 

temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. The most eminent 

apostles, and the Christian Corinthians who had bought into their worldly lies, 

must think Paul is crazy at this point. They found nothing to boast about in 

these hardships Paul gloried in. For them such hardships said, “God is not 

with me. I’m a loser. I’m weak. I’m not happy. My life is too hard.” They 

could only glory in the image of power and the appearance of success. If they 

did not have that image, they felt God was against them. They thought this 

way because their thinking was worldly, instead of having the mind of Jesus 

as reflected in Philippians 2:5-11. 

Vs. 28-29 – Paul lived with a deep concern for all the churches – a pastor’s 

heart is for the “sheep.”  This verse could be paraphrased:  Yes, I have been 

through many trials, but the greatest trial of all, the heaviest burden of all is 

my concern for the churches.  The other experiences were external and 

occasional, but the burden of the churches was internal and constant.  

Regarding vs. 29 - Leaders must look out for the sheep with empathy and 
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concern for their physical and spiritual growth and development. Paul’s deep 

concern was not for himself but for others – for the weak and those made to 

stumble. Paul had many burdens, but few of them were for himself. He, like 

Jesus, was truly an others-centered person.  And make no mistake about it 

Paul’s deep concern was not a “faithless fussiness.”  He knows the tricks of the 

devil – steal, kill, destroy – remember the 3 “D’s from our recent sermon 

series - discourage, deception, destruction.  The text mentions the word 

indignation; it means strong displeasure at something considered unjust, 

offensive, insulting, or base; righteous anger.  

 

Vs. 30-31 – The infirmity Paul refers to may be a specific illness or weakness; 

more likely, it is the life of hardship and stress he lived as a whole that he will 

again reference in chapter 12.  Now the  false apostles, those “most eminent 

apostles” mentioned in chapter 11, would never dream of boasting in such 

things. They thought any infirmity made one look weak and far from God. 

Despite that, Paul did not care if it looked foolish in the eyes of the world or 

those in the church who thought like the world. Paul lived with an eternal 

perspective, not a worldly perspective.  Regarding when Paul mentions 

boasting in essence he is saying “I will not boast of my natural or acquired 

powers; neither in what God has done by me; but rather in what I have suffered 
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for him.” In vs. 31, Paul recognizes that what he just wrote may seem 

incredible to some, and some may doubt Paul actually lived such hardship. 

Probably even more doubted that Paul could actually boast of such hardship. 

So Paul uses strong language to declare God is his witness that he tells the 

truth.  Daniel said something similar in Daniel 2:22 – “He reveals deep and 

secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him.”  

Paul was boasting so that he might help the church; while the false teachers 

(eminent apostles) boasted so that they might “help themselves” to what they 

could get out of the church.  Paul’s motives was pure; theirs selfish.   

Vs. 32-33 - Paul climaxed this narration of his sufferings by telling of his 

humiliating experience at Damascus, when he, the great apostle was smuggled 

out the city in a basket let over the wall.  Paul certainly proved his love for the 

church. He was an example of what Jesus meant when He said in Matthew 

10:16 - “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be 

wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”  The church needed to demonstrate its 

love for Paul.  We should never take for granted the sacrifices that others 

have made so that we might enjoy the blessings of the Gospel today. 

Remember suffering for the sake of Jesus is a prerequisite in truly knowing 

him according to Philippians 1:29.  Notice the contrast Paul subtly gives us 

with this Damascus example because when Saul of Tarsus traveled to 
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Damascus full of man’s power and authority, directed against God’s people.  

But, Paul the Apostle left Damascus humbly in a basket. Is there anything 

more descriptive of weakness than being let down in a basket over a wall? 

“Could we thing of anything more likely to rob a man of any sense of dignity 

than that?” 


