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2 Corinthians - (Chapter 5) 

Assurance of the Resurrection (vs. 1-8) 

The Bible tells us…we who are born again are “pilgrims and strangers” in 

this world according to 1 Peter 2:11.  When we confessed we were a sinner,  

repented, and accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior we were saved.  

Ecclesiastes 3:11 then affirms, “He has made everything beautiful in its time. 

Also, He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work 

that God does from beginning to end.”  Since that is true, there is a pull from 

another land within the heart of the child of God.  It just seems that we don’t 

fit in down here like we did before we were saved.  This world just doesn’t feel 

as comfortable to the child of God as it used to.  There is a desire within those 

who are saved to leave this world and go to Heaven.  Paul provides us some 

information to comfort and encourage us regarding death and our 

Resurrection from the dead in a brand new glorified body. 

Assurance of the Resurrection (vs. 1-8) 

Vs. 1-2 – When Paul says “for we know” - how do we know for certain heaven 

exists and we get a glorified body?  Do we go read the book Heaven is for 

Real: A Little Boy's Astounding Story of His Trip to heaven and back 

(remember the boy recanted the story and the author pulled the book from 

the shelves).  How do we know we are saved and will go to heaven?  Well, 1 
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John 5:13 says, these things were written that we may KNOW we have eternal 

life…No Christian has to consult a fortune teller - a Ouija Board, or a crystal 

ball to find out what the future holds…God has already told us all that we 

need to know in the pages of His Word.  Salvation is based on walking down 

the Romans Road to Salvation – Romans 3:23 – 6:23 – 5:8 – 10:9 – there is 

confession and repentance of sin – Act 3:19.  Paul then discusses the human 

body and compares it to a tent…a tent is a temporary dwelling device.  Paul was 

a tentmaker and here he used a tent as a picture of our present earthly bodies 

– a weak temporary structure, without much beauty.  But the glorified body 

we will receive will be eternal, beautiful, and never show signs of weakness or 

decay.  Paul saw the human body as an earthen vessel and a temporary tent; 

but he knew that believers would one day receive a glorious body, suited to the 

glorious environment of heaven.  The  phrase “Building not made with human 

hands” is the Glorified body and it’s designed for us to live in heaven…while 

our mortal bodies – our tent – is designed to go back into the dust from which 

they came.  Paul in vs. 2 was not saying he was eager to die when he says, “we 

groan” - Christians groan because we see both the limitations of this body and 

superiority of the body to come.  Additionally, Paul was saying he was anxious 

for Jesus to return so that he would be clothed with his glorified body.  This is 

why for Paul, death was not the boogey man; it held no terror over him.  In 2 
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Timothy 4:6 Paul referred to death as “departure” - one of the meanings of this 

word for departure in the Greek is to take down one’s tent and move on. 

Vs. 3 – Paul looks forward not only to his glorified or resurrected body but 

also to the eternal rewards he will receive at the bema judgment or judgment 

of the just based on 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 - this is what not being found naked 

refers to.  We’ll discuss more about the bema judgment in vs. 10. 

Vs. 4 - We really don’t know all that much about the state of our resurrected 

bodies so we can’t accurately say that much.  Jesus after the Resurrection was 

able to eat – His resurrected body was not subject to all the laws of nature 

because he walked through the door to meet with His disciples – he appeared 

and then disappeared while talking to men along the Emmaus Rd.  Regarding 

the phrase “that mortality may be swallowed up in life” our new bodies will not 

be subject to death (mortality).  Instead, as Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:54, 

Death is swallowed up in victory. When we receive our eternal bodies, life 

completely conquers death.  The believer’s future experience is called life and 

what we do on this earth while the blood runs warm in our veins will 

determine the degree of our rewards for living the life we did on earth.   

Vs. 5 – Regarding the phrase “Now He who has prepared us” - God is 

preparing us right now for our eternal destiny. Paul connects the ideas of our 
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light affliction and the eternal weight of glory (2 Corinthians 5:17-18).  Our 

light affliction is (in part) to how God has prepared us.  The Holy Spirit 

within us is our guarantee that God will give us an everlasting body at the 

resurrection.  The truth of what God has already purchased for us through 

the atoning blood of Jesus the Christ on the cross called Calvary should give 

us great courage and patience to endure anything we might have to 

experience.   

Vs. 6 – The presence of the Holy Spirit in Paul’s life gave him confidence.  It 

assured him that God was at work in him and would continue His work. The 

word confident can also mean we can be of good cheer.  We can be always 

confident, even in hard times, if we keep Colossians 3:2 - Set your mind on 

things above, not on things on the earth. Never be unduly depressed by 

adversity or by doubts and fears, because you have learned to live neither 

upon the things without nor upon things within, but upon things above, which 

are the true food for a new-born spirit.”   

Vs. 7 – The word “walk" is a metaphorical reference to the way a person 

conducts his or her life.  So “walking by faith” means living life in light of the 

word of God and eternal consequences. To walk by faith is to fear God more 

than man; to obey the Bible even when it conflicts with man’s commands; to 

choose righteousness over sin, no matter what the cost; to trust God in every 
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circumstance; and to believe God rewards those who seek Him, regardless of 

who says otherwise (Hebrews 11:6).  The Apostle Paul reminds his readers 

that followers of Christ must not build their lives around things that have no 

eternal significance. Rather than pursuing the same things the world pursues, 

a Christian should focus on the unseen realities such as Jesus and heaven. To 

walk by faith, not by sight is one of the great and difficult principles of 

Christian living.  It must amaze the angels that we live for, serve, and are 

willing to die for a God we have never seen. Yet we love Him and live for Him, 

living by faith, not by sight.  To walk by faith means to make faith part of 

every daily activity. 

Vs. 8 – First of all vs. 8 is a statement to authentic Christians.  Now eventually 

after physical death or after one is Raptured…everybody will meet Jesus in 

judgment; but an unsaved person is not in the presence of the Lord when they 

die.  So a reason Paul is confident is based on the guarantee of the Holy Spirit 

of his eternal destiny, he is not afraid of the world beyond.  The truth that to 

be absent from the body means we will be present with the Lord proves two false 

doctrines to be false. It refutes the false doctrine of “soul sleep” (saying that 

the believing dead are held in some sort of suspended animation until the 

resurrection occurs) and the false doctrine of “purgatory” (saying that the 

believing dead must be “cleaned up” through their own suffering before 
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coming into the presence of God).  The Universalist believes all people will 

eventually go to heaven.  Heaven is precious to us for many reasons. We want 

to be with loved ones who have passed before us and whom we miss so dearly. 

We want to be with the great men and women of God who have passed before 

us in centuries past. We want to walk the streets of gold, see the pearly gates, 

and see the angels round the throne of God worshipping Him day and night. 

However, none of those things, precious as they are, make heaven really 

“heaven.” What makes heaven really heaven is the unhindered, unrestricted 

presence of our Lord. Heaven would be like hell if we could not be present with 

the Lord.  Knowing heaven awaits the believer after physical death should 

inspire more Christians to go and make disciples – go share the Gospel with 

the unsaved because even if one is persecuted that leads to death…for the 

Christian to die is to gain. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ (vs. 9-11) 

Vs. 9 – What we believe and how we behave must go together. Especially, since 

what we do right now has eternal consequences, our goal – our aim must 

persistently be to please God. Paul usually connected duty with doctrine.  

When your aim is to please God, you don’t give God and the church half-hearted 

service – you follow the 1 Corinthians 14:40 and Colossians 3:17 models.  If we 

can’t do what we do in excellence then we should not be pleased in giving God 
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our left-overs – our warmed over efforts.  Regarding the phrase whether 

present or absent - there are some opportunities for pleasing God that we will 

only have while present in these bodies. When we get to heaven, there will be 

no more need for faith, no more need for endurance through trials, no more 

need for courage and boldness in telling others about Jesus. Now, while we are 

present in these bodies, right now is our only opportunity in all eternity to 

please God in those areas. 

Vs. 10 – The word appear in vs. 10 is a legal term – it refers to a definite court 

appearance date.  The Judgment Seat of Christ is that future event when all of 

God’s people will stand before Jesus by themselves as their earthly works are 

judged and rewarded - 1 Corinthians 3:12-17 and Romans 14:8-10 .   The term 

Judgment Seat – comes from the Greek word “bema.” Bema was a platform in 

Greek towns where orations were made or decisions handed down by rulers.  

Additionally, it was also the place where the awards were given out to the 

winners in the annual Olympic Games.  Now there is a significant difference 

between the Judgment Seat of Christ and the Great White Throne Judgment 

found in Revelations 20:11-15.  The Great White Throne Judgment is one 

where only the unsaved will appear before Christ right before they are 

sentenced into the Lake of Fire – eternally in Hell.  Now it is not sinful to work 

and seek rewards because God promises He will give them…but it cannot be 
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the Christian’s highest motivation…pleasing God in all we do should be our 

aim.    

Vs. 11 – Proverbs 1:7 - tells us the “beginning of wisdom is the fear of the 

Lord”…and let me tell you…a significant missing ingredient in both the life of 

the church at large and individual Christians in our day…is a healthy “Fear 

of the Lord.”  So when the church does not exercise a healthy reverential fear 

of God is there any wonder why we’re calling good evil and right wrong.   

Since God is going to judge His own people – the saved; then what about the 

unsaved – reference 1 Peter 4:18.  The phrase “terror of the Lord” is to be in 

His presence with no opportunity to confess and repent of sin – this occurs 

after one physically dies and is before Jesus one on one.  Now a healthy fear of 

the Lord – a reverential fear and a fear of what God could do to us if He chose 

to regarding when we willfully sin is sorely missing in the church today…Our 

message is “I have been delivered from the terror of the Lord, and you can be 

delivered too. Come to Jesus!” (look at John 3:17)…The phrase “we persuade 

men”- this should be the heart of everyone who presents the gospel, whether it 

is in a pulpit or anywhere else. We intend to persuade men to come to Jesus 

while they can – read 1 Peter 3:15.  We are not simply casting out ideas 

without caring how men respond to them – eternality lies in the balance. We 

should be like Paul, who passionately desired that men and women come to 
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Jesus. We must intend in our hearts and our words to persuade men.  

Regarding the phrase – “But we are well known to God, and I also trust are well 

known in your consciences” - Paul worked hard to persuade men, but he knew 

he did not need to persuade God. Instead, he knew that he was well known to 

God. He also wished that he did not need to persuade the Corinthian 

Christians; he wanted to trust that his message and his ministry were well 

known in their consciences. 

Be Reconcilled to God (vs. 12-21) 

Vs. 12 - Those who brag about having a spectacular ministry rather than 

having a sincere heart before God are the false teacher/preachers who were 

concerned only about getting ahead in the world.  They were preaching the 

Good News for money and popularity while Paul and his companions were 

preaching out of a concern for souls won for Christ.  You can easily identify 

false teaching and teachers when they teach a message of blessing without 

obedience to the Word of God – or blessings without confessing and repenting 

of sin; and sin is defined by the Bible, not by public opinion polls or the 

government.  How can you be a church or a pastor and not teach or preach 

sometimes on sin?  Sin is what breaks fellowship with Jesus – sin is why Jesus 

came and died on the cross.  Unconfessed sin and iniquity is what keeps our 

prayers from being heard by the Lord according to Psalm 66:18.  By telling 
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the Corinthian Christians how God worked through his struggles and trials, 

Paul gave them something to answer those who thought that way.  Remember 

what the Lord said to Samuel: The Lord does not see as a man sees; for man 

looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart in 1 Samuel 

16:7. We are so easily impressed by a person’s image that we often do not see 

or care about their substance. It isn’t that appearance is completely 

unimportant, but compared to the heart it almost is. 

Vs. 13 – The phrase “If we are beside ourselves” describes crazy, irrational 

behavior. The Corinthian Christians probably thought Paul was crazy 

because he seemed content with a life of pain, trials, and discomfort if it 

brought glory to God. In being accused of being beside himself, Paul is in good 

company. Jesus was also accused of being out of His mind in Mark 3:21 and 

John 10:20.  Festus said Paul was beside himself in Acts 26:24-29.  And then 

when Paul says, “If we are beside ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound 

mind, it is for you” - Paul doesn’t want the Corinthian Christians to think he is 

deliberately acting in a way that some might think crazy, just for the sake of 

acting crazy. Instead, he is doing it for God. Then again, if the Corinthian 

Christians want to think Paul is of sound mind, they can think he is acting 

that way for them.  You see some people think you are crazy to give at least 10% 

of your income to the church – they think you are crazy in addition to giving at 
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least 10% to the church you give an additional amount to a Capital Campaign - 

to the benevolence fund – missions – and to the Red Cross for disaster 

relief…some think you are crazy coming to church to the church on a 

Tuesday night for corporate pray – I mean can’t you just pray at home…it’s 

crazy to miss the football games on Sunday because can’t you watch your 

church’s weekly service on Saturday night or early Sunday morning before 

the game (but they fail to realize God says assembly is required in Hebrews 

10:25). 

Vs. 14 - The Greek word translated “compel” - literally means, “it Presses us”  

- but its pressure, not from the outside, but from within. - It is “motivational 

rather than directional.” John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him, should not perish but 

have everlasting life”… Now Paul is not talking about His love for 

Christ…he’s talking about Christ’s love for him.  And the type of love Paul is 

referencing is agape love – a love that looks out for the betterment of 

another…a love that seeks the best for another…a love that saw me living in 

sin with no desire to come to Christ that compels me from the inside to go tell 

others about this love…The Love of Christ Compels me to endure hardships 

for God…The Love of Christ Compels me to stay in my marriage always seeking 

and knowing it can get better…The Love of Christ Compels me to witness to the 
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lost no matter what their ethnicity…The Love of Christ Compels me to get up 

early in the morning & pray for the lost…pray for my family…pray for our 

church…pray for our church leaders…The Love of Christ Compels me to teach 

Bible Study every Wednesday at Noonday and at 7pm…The Love of Christ 

compels me to diligently put in at least 15 hours of prayer and study every week 

into every sermon I preach…The Love of Christ Compels me to love those who 

may despitefully use me…The Love of Christ Compels me to worship like never 

before every week.  At SWBTS I took a class called Missiology – a biblical 

study and practical study of missions - I will never forget a statement from a 

missionary couple that had been serving for the past 3 years in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo in Africa…one of my fellow classmates asked the 

couple a simple question – He asked the couple “Do you like being a 

missionary in the Congo area of Africa?”  His response was surprising. I wrote 

his response down and refer to it from time to time…knowing one day I will 

use this as sermon illustration…the man said, My wife & I do not like dirt. We 

have reasonably refined sensibilities – they were an upper middle class couple 

living in a fine home in the suburbs of Columbus, OH. He said he and his wife 

do not like crawling into vile huts often times having to removed animal refuse. 

They don’t like having bugs bite them repeatedly and unmercibly nightly…they 

don’t like having to always be on alert for Lions, Cape Buffalo, poisonous 
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snakes, Hippopotamuses, and crocodiles…but is a man to do nothing for Christ 

that he does not like?  He said God pity him…God has called me and my wife to 

do what we do…we have this unmistakable inner calling we know beyond doubt 

was birthed by God…so Liking or disliking the Congo has nothing to do with it. 

We are compelled by the love of Christ and have marching orders from God to 

“Go”, therefore and make disciples.  Regarding the phrase “If one died for all, 

then all died” - How did Jesus die for all? In the sense that His death is able to 

save all who will come to Him and is a demonstration of God’s love to all; but 

not in the sense that all are saved because Jesus died (which is the false 

doctrine of universalism). 

Vs. 15 – Regarding the phrase in vs. 15 that says “That those who live should 

live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again” 

Since Jesus died for us, it is only fitting that we live for Him.  Jesus gave us 

new life, not to live for ourselves but to live for Him.  If your goal and 

objective in life is to live to build up a great nest age and then retire to live a 

life of total ease and comfort – to retire and not have a care in the world…let 

me tell you that is not a Godly desire; that ambition was not birthed by the 

Holy Spirit.  The Bible teaches in Luke 9:23 – Then He (Jesus) said to them 

all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross daily, and follow Me.”  Jesus died for us that we might die to ourselves.  I 
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can’t speak for nobody else but I plea 1 Peter 4:3 and Philippians 3:10 over my 

life and I will continue to pray for good health so that I can continue to strive 

to move with passion, zest and zeal for the Lord.  I desire to stay enthusiastic 

and I want God to continue to stir up the gifts inside of me daily.  I will 

continue to elevate my expectations from God based on His promises.  There 

are too many people who are traveling through the “wide gate” and down the 

“broad way” on their way to Hell…on their way to eternal damnation for me 

to want to “take it easy and do nothing”  Now imagine if all the people who 

went trick or treating last night – those who went out in their neighborhood to 

knock on the doors of strangers and friends…imagine if they would go out 

with the same zest and zeal and knock on their neighbors doors and ask “How 

can I pray for you today?” What if they were as prepared to share the gospel 

of Jesus Christ with those who came to their door as they were prepared and 

ready to give out candy.  Imagine what the impact could be in our community 

– in our city and in this nation.  God created us for the purpose of living for 

Him, not for ourselves.   When the church truly realize this, we want have to 

beg people to serve or give…we want have the same people serving…It is a 

corruption of our nature that makes us want to live for ourselves and not for 

the Lord. In Revelation 4:11 it says “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory 

and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and 
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were created.”  Jesus lived completely unto God the Father.  I know we are all 

at different levels in our walk with the Lord and I am not acting like a “super 

saint” – God just placed what I just said deep in my spirit and instructed me 

to share it…I am being obedient.   

Vs. 16 - Paul says don’t look at a person and try and size them up based on 

their outward appearance because we know that every human being whether 

they are homeless, poor, wealthy, obnoxious, or just ordinary are all people 

made in the image of Christ…they are fearfully and wonderfully made.  A 

person’s outward circumstances no longer determine our estimate of them.  

We do not regard anyone according to the flesh because we should not only 

look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen 

according to 2 Corinthians 4:18 and we are to walk by faith and not by sight 

according to 2 Corinthians 5:7.  Regarding the phrase “Even though we have 

known Christ according to the flesh, yet we know Him thus no longer” – Paul is 

saying even those who knew Jesus in the flesh found their new relationship 

with Him through the Holy Spirit far more rewarding.  Because Paul writes 

we have known Christ according to the flesh, we can surmise that Paul knew of 

Jesus during the days of His earthly ministry and probably even heard Jesus 

teach in Jerusalem. Paul may have even been among some of the Pharisees 

who often confronted Jesus! Paul certainly fondly looked back on what he 
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remembered of Christ according to the flesh. At the same time, he knew his 

relationship with Jesus through the Holy Spirit was far better. 

Vs. 17 - Notice first in vs. 17 it says if “ANYONE”… that means “anyone” can 

become a new creation in Christ (but they must travel down the Romans Road 

to Salvation to get their).  So for anyone who thinks they were born 

“homosexual or born a girl but want to be a boy” – they can be born again to 

live in the manner God’s word prescribes.  God can forgive the past of anyone 

who asks for forgiveness and repents of their past sins.  The old you can be 

buried.  As a result of the fall of man, sin entered the world (Genesis chapter 

3).  We are all born with a sin nature because of Adam and Eve – therefore, 

man by nature, will serve self, Satan, and sin.  But when God opens man’s 

spiritual eyes to who Jesus the Christ is and we accept Jesus’ effectual 

calling…the Holy Spirit works the work of regeneration, we become new 

creatures with a new nature and new desires. This work of the Holy Spirit in 

our hearts renewing our desire to do whatsoever God commands us and when 

we begin to imitate Christ…when we reflect we are Christ’s workmanship 

created in Christ for good works…and we do good works because we are 

saved…not to get saved…then this becomes a demonstration to the unsaved 

world that we are a New Creation…this becomes the evidence of our 

salvation.  Notice the text clearly says God can perform this transformational 
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work on ANYONE but…that One must be “In Christ.”  In vs. 17 Paul also 

alludes to the fact Christians are transformed not only in destiny – meaning 

from eternal death to eternal life – but also in the manner of life and the 

motivation for living from people estranged from God because of their sin. 

Believers now are brought into a peaceful relationship with God…our destiny, 

behavior, and service all becomes new.  Our goals and intentions change from 

being self-centered to being Christ-centered.  We begin praying “thou will be 

done” not “my will be done.” As Christians, we are new creations – this means 

the “old life of sin” has been defeated and destroyed by repentance, the old 

nature has been conquered by crucifixion, and now we stand as new creations. 

If we are Christians we need to come out of the closet and live out being a new 

creation not only on Sunday in the church house among Christians only but in 

our everyday lives.  As Christians we have not just been repaired but totally 

renewed!  Why do we give in to the sin in our lives? Probably because we are 

trying to fill some void in our life.  We sin because we are somehow not fully 

satisfied with God.  We are still empty and we are desperately trying to fill 

that emptiness with meaning or pleasure.  The unsaved world is living in 

darkness. That is why people cannot find their way and they keep running 

into the walls of sin and being knocked down.  Before we were re-created we 

were submerged underneath the sea of sin.  We were lost, sunk, submerged 
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and dead under this sea.  Now does this describe your past or…are you still 

living in this type of setting?  If it still describes you, you need Christ to make 

you a new creation.  The last phrase “All things have become new” is the 

language of God’s perfect, recreated work as mentioned in Revelation 21:5. 

God wants to do a new thing in our life – (Isaiah 43:19) this is why when you 

hear people say this is the way we always did it…they are not allowing Holy 

Spirit to truly work in their life and the life of the ministry.  Any ministry 

called by God is one He desires to grow; it does not stay the same.  You will 

hear me say this again on Sunday - Churches and people who are afraid of 

change…won’t change the world for Christ! 

Vs. 18/19 – Because of the finished work of Jesus on the Cross – He was our 

propitiation (His death on the cross satisfied God’s just penalty for sin) God 

can now turn toward us.  And when God views us, it is through the 

righteousness of Jesus.  The word reconciliation means to change a relation 

from enmity to peace – from enemy to friend.  All saved people have the 

privilege of telling all unsaved people they too can be reconciled back to God 

because of the word of God and what He has done for us. One of the greatest 

gifts to marriage is the gift of the ministry of reconciliation – when we hear 

about people getting a divorce and their reason is because of “irreconcilable 

differences” that is an excuse from Satan.  God can help us work through any 
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issue if we trust God and His word.  The main reason many people don’t get 

along is they simply fail to forgive one another. Forgiveness is a necessary trait 

that makes human relationships workable.   In vs. 19 when it says, “God was in 

Christ reconciling the world to Himself” is all the more amazing when 

understood in light of what happened on the cross. At some point before Jesus 

died, before the veil was torn in two, before Jesus cried out Tatellisti – “it is 

finished,” an awesome spiritual transaction took place. The Father set upon 

the Son all the guilt and wrath our sin deserved, and Jesus bore it on Himself 

perfectly, totally satisfying the justice of God for us.  As horrible as the 

physical suffering of Jesus was, this spiritual suffering – the act of being 

judged for sin in our place was what Jesus really dreaded about the cross 

(remember when Jesus said Father let this cup pass from Me – Jesus knew He 

would have to experience not having intimate fellowship with the Father for a 

moment and that is what He dreaded more than the pain).  On the cross, Jesus 

became as it were, an enemy of God who was judged and forced to drink the 

cup of the Father’s fury so that we would not have to drink that cup.  The 

phrase “not imputing their trespasses to them” – the word imputing means 

reckoning or counting to place on another’s account.  When Jesus died on the 

cross, all of our sins past, present, and future were imputed to Him – placed 

on His account.  This is the heart of the doctrine of Justification whereby God 
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declares the repentant sinner righteous and does not count his sins against 

him because He covers the saved person in the righteousness of Jesus the 

moment we exercise Romans 10:9 – the moment we are saved (illustration of 

Micheal’s over draft of his bank account but it was linked – imputed to his 

father’s  account hence the mistake was forgiven).   The justice our sin 

demanded…had to be satisfied not excused; so the only way to do this was 

through the atoning blood of the sinless Jesus. 

Vs. 20 – An ambassador serves and represents one who is in authority and 

shares the message of the one who is in authority.  As believers, we are 

Christ’s ambassadors, sent to the world to go make disciples – to go share 

Jesus is the One and Only way, truth, and the life – we are to go tell everyone 

in bondage Jesus can save you.  Regarding the phrase “we implore you on 

Christ’s behalf, be reconciled God” - we must understand God has not declared 

war on the world because at the cross, He declared peace as affirmed in John 

3:17.  But one day, God will declare war; and then it will be too late for those 

who have rejected the Savior.  Satan desires to kill, steal, and destroy but 

Christ and His church are involved in the ministry of reconciliation – bringing 

things back together again – back to God. 

Vs. 21 – Jesus was tempted but never sinned…only Jesus could take on the 

sins of the world and allow us to become a new creation.  The phrase “He 
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made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us” - under the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit, Paul carefully chooses his words. Paul does not say Jesus was made to 

be a sinner. Jesus never became a sinner – he never sinned, but He did become 

sin for us in that on the cross the Father treated Him as if He were a sinner, 

yet all the while, sin was “outside” of Jesus not “inside” Him.  It was not a 

part of Jesus’ nature to sin as it is with our nature.  He was our substitute on 

the cross. When we trust in Christ we make an exchange; He takes all of our 

sins and make us right with God.  Our sins were laid on Christ at His 

crucifixion.  His righteousness is given to us at our conversion.  There was a 

terrible miss-application of Scripture by a member of the Republican party 

who came to the defense of senate candidate Roy Moore in regards to Moore’s 

alleged sins with under age ladies is tantamount to Joseph and Mary and the 

birth of Jesus…Joseph did not have sex with Mary producing Jesus as their 

offspring…the Holy Spirit came over Mary in the Immaculate Conception. 


