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2 Corinthians Chapter 13 

 

Vs. 1 – This is the “third time I am coming to you” - On his first visit to 

Corinth, Paul founded the church and stayed a year and six months (Acts 

18:11). His second visit was a brief, painful visit in between the writing of 1 

Corinthians and 2 Corinthians. Now he is prepared to come for a third time.  

Paul’s third visit replicates the threefold witness required under the Mosaic 

law (Deuteronomy 19:15) before a charge could be sustained, a requirement 

which Paul now cites.  Some theologians take Paul’s 3 visits as a kind of 

threefold affirmation of the truth of his testimony.   

Vs. 2-3 - Having appealed to the divine witness of the word of God Paul warns 

them to “listen well” to what God has inspired him to say. The word foretell 

derived from the Greek means to state plainly or to tell beforehand.  Paul was 

plainly telling the Corinthians what to expect the next time he arrives but his 

hope was that the Corinthians would get their house in order before he 

arrives.  Had the Corinthian church members followed the instructions given 

by Jesus in Matthew 18:15-20, they would have solved most of their problems 

themselves. When Paul says he “will not spare” - sometimes sin has to be ”face 

to face” confronted.  (Remember Galatians 2:11-13 get a reader) -  According 

to the Epistle to the Galatians chapter 2, Peter had traveled to Antioch and 
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there was a dispute between he and Paul. Galatians 2:11–13 says: When Peter 

came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 

Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. The 

Corinthians were murmuring against Paul because Paul pointed out their sins 

in both 1 and 2 Corinthians. (so many people are so quick to say, don’t judge me 

when they are sinning; they are quick to say all have sinned and sin daily…that 

is true, when sin is pointed out; it is not being pointed out to say one is saved or 

not saved for only God knows that…but a sinful act is a sinful act if the Bible 

declares it sin).  Really it was not Paul they were murmuring against but it was 

God since Paul was called by God to say what he said to the Corinthians. Now 

we need to be careful about murmuring against the man of God.  When the 

Jewish people murmured regarding Moses’ leadership; it came to a head in 

Numbers 14:1-2…the next chapter provided a stark example of what could 

occur (rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram – 15:1-3).  It can be a perilous 

thing to speak against God’s called out servant leaders.   

Vs. 4 – Calvary looked like utter defeat.  Indeed, even the disciples considered 

it to be the end of everything (Luke 24:18—24).  But Calvary was the greatest 

victory ever.  It was God’s predetermined plan for Jesus to die on the cross for 

the sins of every human, he was to lay in a borrowed rich man’s tomb for 3 

days then bright early on the 3rd day He would rise with all power in His hand 
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and the penalty of sin was purchased through the atoning blood of 

Jesus…Just as Jesus displayed weakness yet now reigns in power, so Paul will 

come with similar power after showing the Corinthian Christians his 

weakness.  Paul said earlier in 1 Corinthians 1:24-25 the weakness of God is 

stronger than men.”  Just like Jesus was underestimated so was Paul. 

Vs. 5-6 – We are often very ready to examine and test others, but first – and 

always first – we must examine and test ourselves. That was the trouble at 

Corinth. They criticized Paul and failed to examine themselves. The 

Corinthians were called to examine and test themselves to see if they really 

were disciples of Christ.  Just as we get physical checkups, Paul urges us to give 

ourselves spiritual checkups.  We should look for a growing awareness of 

Christ’s presence and power in our life.  Then we will know if we are true 

disciples of Christ or merely impostors.  If we are not actively seeking to grow 

closer to God, we are drawing farther away from him. Regarding the question 

“Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?” What are we to look 

for when we examine and test ourselves? We are to see if Jesus Christ is in 

you. We are not to look for perfection – in ourselves or in others – but we 

should see real evidence of Jesus Christ in us. A good test to see if you are just 

going through the motions or if Christ is in you is this: (1) write down the name 

of the last person you led to Christ; (2) write down the names of people you have 
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witnessed to in the last 30 days; (3) write down the name of at least 1 unsaved 

person you are praying he/she will to come to know Jesus as their Lord and 

Savior; (4) write down the scripture passage(s) that you have read in the last 3 

days and; (5) write down the name(s) of the person(s) you are discipling. 

Regarding the phrase, “But I trust that you will know that we are not 

disqualified”- Paul anticipates a counter-question. “Paul, you ask us to 

examine ourselves. Well, why don’t you examine yourself? Maybe you aren’t 

a Christian after all!” Paul dismisses this question out of hand. It is so 

apparent that we are not disqualified that he simply trusts that they recognize 

the truth of it. In vs. 6 the phrase “unless indeed you are disqualified”- Paul 

knew there were some among the Corinthian Christians who were 

disqualified for eternal life and salvation. Their thinking was worldly because 

they were of the world, not of the Lord. This is a hard truth to confront, but it 

is better to know now than when it is too late. The word for disqualified is 

simply the negative of the word for test in this same passage. If we don’t 

examine ourselves and test ourselves now, we may find that we ultimately 

don’t pass the test and are disqualified. 

Vs. 7 – Paul’s deepest longing was for the Corinthians to live a godly life.  

When Paul said he prayed they would do no evil; he was referencing the sins 

of 12:20-21.  Paul knew there were some among the Corinthian Christians 
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who were disqualified for eternal life and salvation. Their thinking was 

worldly because they were of the world, not of the Lord. This is a hard truth 

to confront, but it is better to know now than when it is too late. The word for 

disqualified is simply the negative of the word for test in this same passage. If 

we don’t examine ourselves and test ourselves now, we may find that we 

ultimately don’t pass the test and are disqualified.  How do we go to heaven – 

repent of sins, believe in the Gospel of Jesus (confessing with your mouth the 

Lord Jesus and believe God raised Jesus from the dead – Romans 10:9). You go 

to hell because you reject Jesus as your Lord and Savior (because you don’t 

repent of sins and believe in the Gospel of Jesus).  Two roads…narrow gate 

and wide gate; all roads do not lead to heaven.   

Vs. 8 - Paul, even as an apostle, could do nothing against the truth. Even the 

apostles were not above the truth. Paul could only work effectively for the 

truth, not against the truth.  This passage is of special interest as fixing the 

limits of all ecclesiastical power, whether ordinary or miraculous.  The 

promise of our Lord, that what the church binds on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, is limited by the condition that her decisions be in accordance with the 

truth – refer to 1 John 5:14-15. 

Vs. 9 – If Paul’s “perceived” weakness could contribute to the strength of the 

Corinthian Christians, he would be glad. His real concern was that the 
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Corinthians may be made complete.  Just as parents want their children to 

grow into mature adults, so Paul wanted the Corinthians to grow into mature 

believers. We are complete in Christ Jesus (read Colossians 2:10). 

Vs. 10 – verse 10 is a one sentence summary statement to Paul’s purpose in 

writing 2 Corinthians.  And Paul confronted the Corinthians on paper so that 

he would not have to confront them in person.  Paul preferred that the 

Corinthian Christians would clean up their act before he came to see them. He 

wanted to use his authority for edification, not destruction. 

Vs. 11-14 – Paul’s closing words are similar to other letters.  For the 

Corinthians Paul wanted them to remember problems in the church cannot be 

glossed over because a healthy church will have problems and conflicts – the 

devil particularly attacks strong Biblically sound churches.  The devil would 

rather see people fighting each other verses going and making disciples.  

Paul’s farewell blessing invokes all three members of the “Trinity” or the 

Godhead.  Now although the word “Trinity” is not found in scripture, this 

verse and others like it reflect it was believed and experienced through 

knowing God’s grace, love, and fellowship.  In vs. 12 Paul highlights what 

Jesus said would be a defining trait of how the world will know we are His 

disciples – by how we love one another (John 13:35). When the church has to 

address tough subjects especially sin within the body the church can be:  (1) 
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legalistic and blast people away with the law they should be obeying (without 

showing any grace or mercy); (2) ignore the problem and hope it goes away; 

(3) we can isolate them by gossiping about their problem and help sway others 

to turn against the one who sinned; (4) or we can do like Paul, seek to build 

relationships by sharing in love what the word of God says about the situation 

while still showing compassion and mercy.  Paul’s approach (and the godly 

approach) is difficult to do and it can drain us emotionally, but it is the best 

way to handle the problems as we demonstrate Christlikeness. 


