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Acts 2 

 

We are not going to move this world by criticism, hatred, segregation, nor by 

conforming to it.  The world can only be transformed by the renewing of our 

minds aided by the transforming power of the word of God and the Holy 

Spirit.  The early church had none of the things we might think are so 

essential for a church to be successful today like:  a modern new building; 

marketing plan, political influence, money, a large social media following, and 

social status.  The early church had none of these yet, 12 men preaching the 

Gospel of Jesus the Church empowered by the Holy Spirit turned the world 

upside down.  They won multitudes to Christ and saw many churches planted 

and established throughout the Roman world.  Why?  Because the church had 

the power of the Holy Spirit energizing its ministry.  They were a people who 

were ignited by the Holy Spirit.  That same power that raised Jesus from the 

dead; that same power of the early church’s success is available to the church 

at large and believers in Christ Jesus today.  The ministry of the Holy Spirit is 

to glorify Jesus in the life and witness of the believer according to John 16:14.  

Acts chapter 2 helps us understand the Holy Spirit by recording four 

experiences in the life of the church.  (1) The church waiting on the Holy 

Spirit (vs. 1); (2) the church worshiping the Lord (vs. 2-13); (3) the church 

witnessing to the unsaved (vs. 14-41) and (4) the church walking in the Spirit 

(vs. 42-47). 

 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit and the Crowd’s Response (vs. 1-13) 

 

Vs. 1 – First of all the word Pentecost means fiftieth (50th).  The day of 

Pentecost was one of the 3 major Jewish festivals all Jewish males were 

required to attend; the other two are Passover and the feast of Tabernacles.  

The calendar for the Jewish feasts is found in Leviticus chapter 23; it is an 

outline of the work of Jesus the Christ.  Pentecost was held 50 days after 

Passover, Pentecost was also called Feast of Weeks (Exodus 34:22; 
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Deuteronomy 16:10), and Feast of the Harvest, in Exodus 23:16. Pentecost was 

a day of thanksgiving to mark the end of the grain harvest; it was a holy 

Sabbath day. Two loaves of bread made from the new wheat were waved 

before the Lord because at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit baptized believers and 

united them in one body. The Jewish believers received this baptism at 

Pentecost, and the Gentiles began to understand they too were included in this 

baptism of the Holy Spirt with its genesis at the home of Cornelius (Acts 10).  

This explains the presence of the two loaves of bread (1 Corinthians 10:17).  

And the fact that there was leaven (yeast) in the loaves indicates the presence 

of sin in the church on earth.  The church will not be perfect until it gets to 

heaven.  Regarding the phrase “they were all with one accord in one place” - 

they were gathered together sharing the same love for God, the same trust in 

His promise, and at that time in same geography. Before we can be filled, we 

must recognize our emptiness; by gathering together for prayer in obedience, 

these disciples did just that. They recognized they did not have the resources 

in themselves to do what they could do or should do; they had to instead rely 

on the work of God. 

Vs. 2 – In the Hebrew and Greek languages, the word for spirit (as in Holy 

Spirit) is the same word for breath or wind.  In Genesis 2:7, it is the Spirit of 

God as the breath/wind of God, blowing life into newly created man.  In 
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Ezekiel 37:9-10, it is the Spirit of God as the breath/wind of God, moving over 

the dry bones of Israel bringing them life and strength.  This single line tells 

us much about how the Holy Spirit moves.  Suddenly: God is in total control; 

He moves whenever He desires; He can move suddenly because He does not 

have to consult with anyone.  Sound: It was real, though it could not be 

touched; it came by the ears.  You cannot see the wind; you see and hear the 

effects of the wind.  From heaven: It wasn’t of earth; not created or 

manipulated or made here.  Mightily: Full of force, it came with great power.  

God the Holy Spirit has no start date or end day because He is God the Holy 

Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit was active and working in creation; in the life of 

the prophets and the judges, in the life and the ministry of Jesus.  However, 

now there would be two changes: (1) the Holy Spirit would dwell in everyone 

who accepts Jesus as their Lord and Savior; (2) the Holy Spirit’s presence 

would be permanent, not temporary (John 14:16-17).  The Holy Spirit could 

not have come any sooner for He operates on a divine calendar.  It was 

essential that Jesus die for our sins, be resurrected from the dead, and return 

to heaven before the Holy Spirit could be given (John 7:37-39; 16:7). 

Vs. 3 – This was a fulfillment of John the Baptist’s words about the Holy 

Spirit’s baptizing with fire in Luke 3:16 and the prophet Joel’s words about 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Joel 2:28-29.  Tongues symbolize speech 
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and the communication of the Good News.  Fire symbolizes God’s purifying 

presence which burns away the undesirable elements of our life and sets our 

heart aflame to ignite the lives of others.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is not 

just for abstract power, but for holy living; understanding of the word of 

God; prayer; and discernment.  In certain places in the Old Testament, God 

showed His special pleasure with a sacrifice by lighting the fire for it Himself 

as He guided the children of Israel by a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13:21).  

Fire from heaven came down and consumed Elijah’s offering on Mt. Carmel 

(1 Kings 18:38-39).  The experience of the followers of Jesus on Pentecost is 

another example of God sending fire from heaven to show His pleasure and 

power, but this time, it descended upon living sacrifices (Romans 12:1).  

Regarding the phrase in vs. 3 “the Holy Spirit sat upon each of them” - “the 

word ‘sat’ has a marked force in the New Testament. It carries the idea of a 

completed preparation, and a certain permanence of position and condition.”   

At salvation we have a permanent filling of the Holy Spirit but sin is what 

hinders the Holy Spirit operating in the believers life like it should.  Ephesians 

5:18 commands that we be filled with the Spirit; however, it is not praying for 

the filling of the Holy Spirit that accomplishes the filling. Only our obedience 

to God’s commands allows the Holy Spirit the freedom to work within us. 

Because we are still infected with sin, it is impossible to be filled with the 
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Spirit all of the time. When we sin, we quench the Holy Spirit operating in our 

life as He should.  But immediately after we confess our sin(s) to God; He 

forgives and cleanses us and then renews our commitment to being Spirit-

filled and Spirit-led.   

Vs. 4-12 – This section of Scripture has led to all types of erroneous teaching.  

The phrase “and began to speak with other tongues” – the Greek word for 

tongues in this section of Scripture means “known languages.”  The Holy 

Spirit enabled the believers to witness to the people from other regions who 

spoke different languages and note they were praising God, not preaching the 

Gospel.  In vs. 5-12 Luke identifies 15 different geographical regions/people 

groups and he clearly stats the citizens of those areas heard Peter and the 

other believers declare God’s wonderful works in languages they could 

understand.  This was to show that Christianity was not limited to nationality; 

Jesus offers salvation to all people without regard to nationality.  They (both 

the Apostles and the other believers) spoke known languages of which they 

had never studied before; at the direction and enabling of the Holy Spirit for 

the purpose of communicating the wonderful works of God (they were 

praising God; not preaching at this time; Peter is about to proclaim the 

Gospel).  Now with a Genesis to Revelation view of Scripture, we can deduce 

at least 2 reasons God did this: (1) Pentecost was a reversal of the judgment at 
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the Tower of Babel when God confused man’s language (get reader to read 

Genesis 11:1-9).  God’s judgment at Babel scattered the people, but God’s 

blessing at Pentecost united the Believers in the Spirit.  At Babel, the people 

were unable to understand each other; but at Pentecost, men heard God’s 

praises and understood what was said.  The Tower of Babel was a scheme 

designed to praise men and make a name for men, but Pentecost brought 

praise to God.  The building of Babel was an act of rebellion, but Pentecost 

was a ministry of humble submission to God.  (2) A 2nd  primary reason God 

gave the gift of tongues was to let people know that the Gospel was for the 

whole world.  God wants to speak to every person in his or her own language 

and give the saving message of salvation in Christ Jesus.  The emphasis in the 

book of the Acts is on worldwide evangelization, “unto the uttermost part of the 

earth” (Acts 1:8).  Now vs. 7-8 point out since all races, nationalities and 

languages God speaks to His people it highlights God loves and cares for the 

souls of all people…so should we.  Most often the speaking in tongue we hear 

in many churches today; is really a prayer language; it is real and exist but 

that does not describe what is happening in this passage of Scripture.  In vs. 9-

11 notice what the people heard the disciples say: “Speaking… the wonderful 

works of God.” The disciples declared the praises of God, thanking Him with 

all their might in unknown tongues. The gathered crowd merely overheard 
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what the disciples exuberantly declared to God in their native language.  

Today, it is no doubt based on Scripture there is something called a prayer 

language; and it is private; it is meant to be between that person and God 

and/or among others who share the ability to speak to God in a prayer 

language.  Speaking in tongue in a corporate setting comes with Biblical 

instructions found in 1 Corinthians 14:2, 4-5, 9-14, 22-27.  

Vs. 13 – Notice the mockers in vs. 13 as they try to use wine as their excuse 

(read Ephesians 5:18).  When a person is filled with strong drink, he loses 

control of himself and ends up being ashamed; but when a person is filled 

with the Spirit, he has self-control and glorifies God.   

Peter’s Sermon (vs. 14-39) 

Vs. 14-21 – In vs. 14-15 the gift of tongues is a personal language of prayer 

given by God, whereby the believer communicates with God beyond the limits 

of human knowledge and understanding based on 1 Corinthians 14:14-15.  

The Gift of Tongues is just that a spiritual “gift” and that means not everyone 

receives it.  But it is real and the gift of tongues has an important place in the 

devotional life of the believers who have been endowed this spiritual gift, but 

it has a small place in the corporate life of the church (1 Corinthians 14:18-19), 

especially in public meetings (1 Corinthians 14:23).  When tongues are 
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practiced in the corporate life of the church, it must be done as stated in 

Scripture and never without an interpretation given by the Holy Spirit (1 

Corinthians 14:27-28).  In vs. 14 we see Peter stood and preached to the crowd 

as a representative of the whole group of apostles.  We should notice that the 

speaking in tongues stopped when Peter began to preach; he used the common 

language of Greek when he stood to preach.  You see praise without the word 

of God proclaimed is just noise to the one who only praise God but does not 

receive the proclamation of the Gospel.  If you sing in the choir or Sunday’s 

but don’t listen to and receive the Gospel preached you are doing very little 

for your spiritual and Biblical growth and development.  You are NOT doing 

God a special favor singing and then running off to the restaurant on 

Sunday’s…notice in the text “they praised God” and then they “received the 

word of God.”  The Holy Spirit was now working through Peter’s preaching 

and would not work against Himself through tongues at the same time.  Greek 

was the common language so Peter preached in Greek.  John chapter 21 tells 

us Peter had been forgiven by Jesus for denying Him; so now he’s been a 

restored, humbled, yet embolden because of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  

Peter’s new found confidence came from the Holy Spirit who made him a 

powerful and dynamic speaker.  No matter what sins you have committed, if 

you confess and repent; God promises to forgive you and cleanse you from all 
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unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).  Peter tells the crowds the joyful worship of the 

believers was not the evidence of too much wine.  It was the evidence of the 

arrival of the Holy Spirit to dwell in believers.  Orthodox Jews did not eat nor 

drink before 9am on the Sabbath or on a holy day, nor did they usually drink 

wine except with meals.  Now be careful that you don’t think Peter is saying 

Pentecost was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel he is quoting in this 

section (Joel 2:28-32).  Because the signs and wonders prophesied in Joel had 

not occurred.  When you read Joel’s prophecy in context, you see that it deals 

with the nation of Israel in the end of times, in connection with the “Day of the 

Lord.”  However, Peter was led by the Spirit to see in the prophecy an 

application to the church.  Peter said, this is that same Holy Spirit that Joel 

wrote about.  He is here.  Such an announcement would seem incredible to the 

Jews, because they thought God’s Spirit was given only to a few select people 

as stated in Numbers 11:28-29.  But here were 120 of their fellow Jews, men 

and women enjoying the blessing of the same Holy Spirit that had empowered 

Moses, David, Samson, and the prophets.  The coming of the Holy Spirit was 

indeed the dawning of a new age – the Age of Grace or the Church Age.  Jesus 

had finished the great work of redemption and nothing more had to be done 

except to go and make disciples – go share the Good News with the world 
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beginning with the nation of Israel.  And whosoever calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved vs. 21.  

Vs. 22-24 – Peter spoke of the prophecies of Joel that told us about an:  

outpouring of the Holy Spirit that would lead to miraculous dreams, visions, 

and prophecy; signs and wonders regarding the Day of the Lord; and an 

invitation to call on the name of the Lord.  Peter then shares 4 key proofs of 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ of Nazareth and then he called on them to 

believe on Christ and be saved: The 1st proof (1) The Person of Jesus (vs. 22-

24); Peter’s 2nd proof was the prophecy of David (vs. 25-31); the 3rd proof was 

the witness of the believers (vs. 32-33); and the 4th proof was of the 

resurrection of Jesus that preceded the presence of the Holy Spirit (vs. 33-35).  

Now in vs. 22 Peter starts off saying: “Men of Israel, hear these words” - Peter 

wanted people to pay attention, and he spoke as if he had something 

important to say.  We can have confidence in sharing the word of God when 

we are led by the Holy Spirit and because of the promise of Isaiah 55:11 – 

God’s word will not return void, it will accomplish what it was set out to do.  

Peter’s audience knew that Jesus was a real Person from the town of Nazareth 

and that He had performed many signs and miracles.  Peter then says, “As 

you yourselves also know” - Peter referred to what these people already knew 

about Jesus. They already knew of His life and miraculous works. Often in 
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speaking to people about Jesus, we should start with what the people already 

know about Him and build from there.  In vs. 23 the phrase “Being delivered by 

the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God” - Peter knew that Jesus’ 

death was in the plan of God determined before the foundations of the earth. 

But at the same time, those who rejected Jesus and called for His execution 

were responsible for the actions of their lawless hands.  It was both the 

sinfulness of humanity and God’s predetermined plan to save humanity that put 

Jesus on the Cross (Isaiah 53:10).  The phrase “It was not possible” means 

Peter knew that Jesus could not remain bound by death, as explained by the 

following quotation from the 16th Psalm. It was not possible that Jesus should 

remain a victim of the sin and hatred of man; He would certainly triumph 

over it.  And then the phrase “Having loosed the pains of death” - the Greek 

word translated pains actually means “birth pangs” suggesting that the tomb 

was a womb out of which Jesus was born in Resurrection glory.   

Vs. 24 – Peter’s public proclamation of the Resurrection was directed to an 

audience whereby many could verify what he is saying since many were eye 

witnesses to seeing the resurrected Jesus.  Jesus’ resurrection was the ultimate 

sign that He was who He said He was.  Without the Resurrection there would 

be no reason to believe in Jesus (read 1 Corinthians 15:14). 
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Vs. 25-33 – In vs. 25-33 Peter is quoting from the 16th Psalm (particularly vs 8-

11).  Peter recognized even though David is mentioned in this Psalm, it spoke 

of someone greater than David – the Messiah, Jesus the Christ. Jesus may 

have taught Peter this when He instructed the disciples in the Scriptures as 

stated in Luke 24:44-45.  David had been buried and had not come back to 

life.  Therefore the 16th Psalm had to be talking about Jesus.  And not only 

had Jesus been raised from the dead but He is now at the right hand of the 

Father.  The emphasis here is that Jesus’ body was not left to rot in the grave 

but was in fact resurrected and glorified.  And those who witnessed the risen 

Jesus are reliable witnesses. They had nothing to gain by preaching a lie 

because their message aroused official opposition and even led to the 

imprisonment and horrific death of some of the believers.  A few fanatics 

might be willing to believe and promote a lie for a while, but when you’re 

faced with a life or death you will speak the truth. These were trustworthy 

witnesses. 

Vs. 34-35 – Again Peter quotes David from the 110th Psalm vs. 1 – the Messiah 

would sit at the right hand of God.  

Vs. 36 – Peter’s conclusion to the matter is Jesus, the One they crucified is 

both Lord and Christ (also Savior) - we have to believe both to be saved as 

stated in Romans 10:9.    
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Vs. 37 – Notice Peter is preaching in the power of the Holy Spirit but he did not 

tell everybody get ready to receive your blessing by this time Friday by 

noon…Peter did not tell the people something that just made them all feel 

warm and fuzzy…Peter preached this sermon not presenting the Cross as the 

place where the sinless substitute died for the world, but where Israel killed 

her own Messiah.  They committed the greatest crime in history.  The point is 

Gospel teaching and preaching is not just to encourage and promise blessings; 

2 Timothy 4:2 says, “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 

Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.” Now when they 

heard this…“What shall we do?” This was obviously a significant work of the 

Holy Spirit. The great crowd listening to Peter was deeply moved by Peter’s 

bold proclamation of the truth. They asked Peter how they should respond. 

The response of the crowd also helps us to put the events of that Day of 

Pentecost into perspective. The exercise of the gift of tongues produced 

astonishment and mocking for non-believers and it produced praising God for 

His mighty works in believers. But it wasn’t until the gospel was preached that 

conviction from the Holy Spirit came.  Every time the Gospel is proclaimed we 

want the Holy Spirit to bring about conviction in the hearts of non-believers to 

repent and be saved; and for believers, repent and continue pressing toward  

the mark of our high calling.  The phrase “Cut to the heart” - is a good way of 
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describing the conviction of the Holy Spirit. They now knew that they were 

responsible for the death of Jesus (as each of us are), and that they had to do 

something in response to this responsibility.  Regarding the phrase “Men and 

brethren, what shall we do?” When God is working on someone’s heart, they 

want to come to Him.  This is the ultimate outcome of preaching the Gospel – 

someone wanting to know what must I do to be saved. 

Vs. 38-39 – Instead of people wanting to “crucify” Peter because of Jesus, 

thousands of people wanted to trust in Jesus as their Lord and Messiah. If you 

follow Jesus, you must turn from your sins and turn to God and then be 

baptized.  To turn from your sins means to repent.  To repent does not mean 

to feel sorry, but it means to change one’s mind or direction; it is a 180 degree 

changing of the direction of your life from selfishness and rebellion to 

following God’s word.  You can’t turn towards God without turning from the 

things God is against.  It is conviction of the Holy Spirit and repentance that 

are the biggest obstacles for those who subscribe to the LGBTQ way of life – 

and for those who believe in other religious “little g gods”…most do not believe 

their way of life is sin hence they do not feel the need to repent.  Repent can 

sound like a harsh word in the mouths of many preachers and in the ears of 

many listeners, but it is an essential aspect of the gospel; it must be told.  

Baptism identifies us with Jesus just like circumcision did for the Old 
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Testament saints; baptism is a condition of discipleship not a requirement for 

salvation.  The only requirement of salvation is faith in God as stated in 

Romans 10:9 and Ephesians 2:8-9; we are saved by faith through grace plus 

or minus nothing else.  Regarding vs. 39 - It is also important to note that 

Peter did not say that the unbelieving, unaware children of his listeners should 

be baptized. He simply said that the promise of the remission of sins and the 

gift of the Holy Spirit were for all who would repent and believe with active 

faith, even to coming generations and all who are afar off, as many as the 

Lord God will call.  At TMFBC we only conduct believer’s baptism whereby 

the person is immersed in water.  A major reason we preach Jesus is the great 

covenant promise of Romans 10:13 – “For whoever calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” This promise is meant for the Gentiles, their children, is 

meant for Hindos, is meant for the Taliban – it’s meant for Al Qaeda – it’s 

meant for Muslims…it’s meant for everybody to whom the Lord’s call is 

addressed.” 

A Vital Church Grows (vs. 40-47) 

Vs. 40 - Peter’s urged the crowd to come to Jesus in repentant surrender.  

Regarding the phrase “Be saved from this perverse generation” - any 

generation that is responsible for putting Jesus to death is a perverse 
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generation. But since every generation is responsible for Jesus’ death, every 

generation needs salvation. 

Vs. 41-42 - Now the word “then” in vs. 41 alerts a Bible reader to the fact there 

has been a shift in events...and what had occurred prior to this shift that takes 

place in vs. 41 is the disciples had followed Jesus’ instructions of going away to 

pray for the Holy Spirit...and after they prayed for the Holy Spirit, He came 

like a mighty rushing wind in Acts 2:1-7.  The disciples were then empowered 

and they were given a super natural ability to speak in other “known 

languages” that they had never studied nor spoken before that time.  They 

were given this super natural ability to communicate with everyone “the 

wonderful works of God as stated in vs. 11. God then calls Peter to preach the 

first post-Pentecost sermon in Acts 2:13-40.  If you ever wondered why many 

pastor/preachers preach a sermon that has 3 points or as I like to call them 3 

object lessons – this is what Peter did in the first post-Holy Spirit coming to 

dwell inside of each believer sermon.  Peter’s 3 points were: (1) Christ died 

according to the Scripture (2) Christ was buried; and (3) Christ rose again on 

the 3rd day according to the Scriptures. That is what Peter preached, it 

contained no fluff or video slides; he just preached the Gospel.  It’s sad that 

many modern day churches focus more on preaching the 7 steps to a better 

“you” - name and claim your blessing no matter what kind of lifestyle you are 
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living.  Many are preaching on whatever is the major political hot button of 

the day and many are preaching a “cheap grace” Gospel and a cheap grace 

gospel is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism 

without church discipline, a cheap grace gospel is grace without discipleship 

and grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. This cheap grace gospel 

may fill the pews, and lead to building fancy new buildings, but it is a false 

gospel that cannot transform people from spiritual death to spiritual life. The 

only message that can save is “the Gospel.” Vs. 41 highlights after Peter 

preached “the gospel” there was a response to the gospel. And it was an 

overwhelming response – 3,000 souls were saved - the church grew from about 

120 people to 3,120 instantly.  I wonder what God would do in our modern 

day church if all saved people prayed in advance of the worship service and 

for the sermon every week before we came to church – I wonder what God 

would do if saved people came to church expecting God to show up and show 

out. Next Luke tells us they gladly received the word and were baptized. 

Baptism is one the two ordinances that was established in the early church.  

Once you accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, the Lord desires you to be 

baptized – which is a public, outward demonstration of an inward 

transformation after you accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior. And the new 

converts to Christ Jesus soon realized Salvation is not the end but rather 
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Salvation is the beginning.  That is why the text tells us they continued 

steadfastly in 4 things – and if our modern day church is going to be a mirror 

of the model 1st century church in our text, we must continue steadfastly in 

the apostles doctrine – fellowship - breaking of bread and in prayers.  In vs. 42 

the word “steadfastly” means they had a sincere, single-minded fidelity to a 

certain course of action – they had a made up mind to gather together to best 

follow the Lord Jesus. And what were they steadfastly devoted to: the apostles 

doctrine – fellowship - breaking of bread and in prayers.   Are “you” steadfastly 

devoted” the aforementioned spiritual entities?  Regarding doctrine (1) - new 

converts must be taught the word of God.  The modern day church must get 

back to the basics of teaching the word…at TMFBC we have 4 primary 

opportunities for you to mirror this aspect of being “the church” who 

steadfastly continue in the word – (Wednesday evening Bible study, SMBS, 

reading the book of the month, and of course the Sunday morning sermon).  

Regarding fellowship - they continued steadfastly in Fellowship – this word 

fellowship derives from the Greek word koinonia which carries the idea of 

association, communion, participation; and the sharing in life with others.  

One of the reasons the millennials feel left out and many have departed the 

modern day church is because they have a need of authentic fellowship – a 

need for doing life together…they desire to be able to talk about and share 
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who they are and to share their struggles with others without being judged.  

What they don’t need is our church criticism…you know too many “church 

folk” have selected amnesia – they act like they never made mistakes when 

they were youth and young adults…what our millennials need is our 

Fellowship and for us to disciple them. Also, fellowship is not getting together 

and discussing only worldly events -authentic fellowship always uses the Bible 

as the guide for all recommendations regarding the things discussed. We need 

to be around people who share our faith – who love Jesus like we do – who 

will hold us accountable to our faith.  Regarding the Lord’s Supper - they 

apostles and their new converts continued steadfastly in the “breaking of 

Bread” - this introduces us the 2nd ordinance God gave His church – the 

Lord’s Supper.  Now the Bible does not say how often we should do it; it just 

says when we do it, we do it in remembrance of Jesus…we are to remember 

His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension back to heaven to be at the right 

hand of the Father making intercession for us every time we engage in the 

Lord’s Supper.  And regarding prayer - they continued steadfast in “prayer.”  

Whenever God’s work is to be done, prayer is needed. And notice the word 

prayer is mentioned in a ”corporate” setting – the text says “they” continued.  

Remember, they corporately prayed for the Holy Spirit to come in the upper 

room therefore, if the modern day church is to mirror God’s 1st century 
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church there must be a corporate prayer element within the church. Of 

course, we are to have private prayer; but in the context of this verse the word 

prayer is primarily speaking of saved people coming together for corporate 

prayer…you see...TMFBC’s Tuesday night corporate prayer meeting we 

affectionately call S.H.O.P. is not designated just for the 20-30 of us to 

continue steadfastly in prayer but it’s designed for all who are saved and 

available to do it.   

Vs. 43 – The “fear” that is mentioned in this verse was a reverential fear of 

who God is and what God had done in their lives. This was evidence of the 

power of God because one of the greatest and most powerful works God can 

do is to change the human heart towards a reverent honor of the Lord. The 

latter part of vs. 43 highlights “Many signs and wonders were done through the 

apostles.”  Wherever God is at work, lives will be touched in miraculous ways. 

But it takes an environment of faith and a repentant lifestyle to see Jesus work 

miracles, signs, and wonders. Do you recall the miracle healing of Jarius’ 

daughter? Matthew 10:25 states Jesus had to dismiss all the unbelievers from 

the room before He miracoulsy healed Jarius’ daughter.  So if you are in need 

of a miracle today remember, Jesus is the same God that has been performing 

miracles for thousands of years.  He is the same yesterday, today and 

forevermore.  Just believe in His word, live by His Word, be obedient to His 
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Word, worship Him based on His word, and then by faith you must pray back 

His word.  

Vs. 44-45 – Regarding the phrase, “Now all who believed were together, and 

had all things in common” – this was not an endorsement for communism or 

socialism.  With the influx of more than 3,000 believers most of whom stayed 

in Jerusalem and didn’t have jobs, the Christian families voluntarily came to 

the conclusion they must help. The Christians families felt compelled by the 

Holy Spirit and the love of God to help meet the needs of the new believers.  

Again, this was voluntary – temporary - and it flowed to the extent that the 

church in Jerusalem was in continual need of financial support from other 

churches. The power of God is so evident in this text because it highlighted 

Jesus became more important to the Believers than their possessions. I pray 

all of us come to the realization we are blessed not just for ourselves and our 

family.  Quit often God will bless you so you can become a blessing to others; 

it is so much better to give than to receive.   

Vs. 46-47 – In vs. 46 when the text talks about the people went from house to 

house that is a reflection they were engaged in ministry. Ephesians 2:10 says, 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” If you are saved, you 

mirror a portrait of God’s church when you are devoted to God’s work in the 
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world.  God does not call the pastor of the church to be the only soul winner 

for Him. God does not call the pastor so the entire church can put one man to 

work. No, God calls the pastor to teach, train, equip, and pray for everyone 

saved in the church to come out into the vineyard with him to work – to serve 

and to minister.  This is not a one man operation. God calls both the pastor 

and the “saved people” of the congregation to go make disciples together. I 

want you to notice the 3000 who were saved in vs. 41– were saved through the 

God anointed preaching of Peter who preached “the Gospel.”  But here in vs. 

47 when it talks about God adding daily to the church that is the end result of 

the saved people going house to house engaged in ministry and sharing the 

gospel. This is another group of people being saved because the saved people 

were engaged in ministry. I wonder what would happen in our church if 

everybody saved both knew their spiritual gift and used their spiritual gift in 

their lane of spiritual giftedness to edify the church and glorify God.  I wonder 

what would happened if everybody saved invited somebody else to come 

worship with them weekly.  I wonder what would happen if everybody saved 

would serve in ministry and share their STORY.  In vs. 47 – the Greek word 

translated for praising carries the idea of “to tell a story.” Whenever the 1st 

century church gathered to praise God, their praise “told a story.” This 

mirrors what the Psalmist said in the 34th Psalm vs. 1 – “I will bless the Lord 
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at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth”…the Psalmist goes on 

to say in the 34th Psalm vs. 3 – “Oh magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt 

His name together.”  When the pastor comes with a prepared word of God 

shared under the anointing of the Holy Spirit – and when the saved people 

pray, praise and worship, and go minister – souls will be saved and God will 

add to the church. A healthy church is a growing church devoted to the 

Lord’s work being done in the community and to all the nations. When we act 

like this, God will give us what the text says in vs. 47 - “favor with people.”  

The early church was a “People” and not a “place.” I challenge you to be 

fervent in your devotion to the Lord and to His church, so that God uses each 

of us to reach many in this city and around the globe for His glory. 

 


