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2 Corinthians 

(Chapter 2) 

Vs. 1- 2 – When Paul speaks of not wanting to make another painful visit he is 

alluding to the fact that he had already made one difficult trip to Corinth 

since founding the church.  Paul had gone to Corinth to deal with those in the 

church who had been attacking and undermining his authority as an apostle of 

Jesus the Christ thus confusing the people.  In every church there are always 

people who when they don’t get their way; or there is a need to change that 

they refuse to make, they love to (most often behind the scene) attack 

leadership; they are disenchanted and want others to be like them…you see 

misery loves company.  It seems that Paul thought it best to give the Corinthian 

Christians a little room, and give them time and space to repent and get their 

act together. He didn’t want to rebuke and admonish them all the time. Since 

this was Paul’s heart, he knew that another visit of the same kind would be of 

little benefit for either Paul or the Corinthian Christians. (share the rebellion 

of Korah- Numbers 16). 

Forgive the Offender (vs. 3-11) 

Vs. 3 - The phrase “and I wrote this very thing to you” Paul wisely understood 

that considering all the circumstances, a letter was better than a personal visit. 

A letter could show Paul’s heart, and probably prohibit the deterioration of 
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their relationship. It would give them room to repent and get right with God 

and then with Paul again.  Some scholars think the letter Paul is referring to is 

1 Corinthians but an overwhelming majority believes it was a lost letter.  So 

does this mean that something is missing from our Bibles? Not at all! Not every 

letter Paul wrote was inspired Scripture for all God’s people in all ages. We 

can trust that what Paul wrote in the missing letter would have been perfect 

for the Corinthian Christians at that time, but not perfect for us; otherwise, 

God would have preserved it. We shouldn’t think that everything Paul or the 

other Bible writers wrote was necessarily Scripture.   

Vs. 4 - when Paul says, “out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to 

you” – In Christian ministry those who bring us great joy can also create for 

us great sorrow and this is what Paul was experiencing…nobody but another 

called by God pastor can truly understand the pain of what Paul is saying.  

Paul did not enjoy confronting the Corinthian Christians. It was hard for him 

to do, and he did it with many tears. His goal was not that they should be 

grieved, but instead, that the Corinthian Christians would know the love 

which Paul had so abundantly for them.  It is easy for us to think a person 

offering correction is our enemy and is against us. But usually when it is a 

Christian leader correcting; it is correction because they love us, as Paul loved 

the Corinthian Christians. His goal was not to grieve them, but to love them.  
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Proverbs 27:6 says faithful are the wounds of a friend but the kisses of an 

enemy are deceitful.   

Vs. 5-11 – These verses are one big sentence in the Greek…Paul explained 

that it was time to forgive the man who had been punished (from 1 

Corinthians 5:1-2) by the church and had subsequently repented.  Read 

Galatians 6:1.  This man needed forgiveness, reconciliation, acceptance, and 

comfort.  Satan would gain an advantage if they permanently separated this 

man from the congregation rather than forgiving and restoring him (read 1 

Peter 5:8).  How many of you remember back in the day when a single lady got 

pregnant she was asked to come ask the church to pardon her…I never saw it 

when the male equally responsible for the out of wedlock pregnancy came up 

with the single lady…The sorrowful letter had finally brought about 

repentance of the Corinthians as 2 Corinthians 7:8-14 will say more clearly.  

The ultimate goal of church discipline is repentance and restoration.  There is 

a time to confront and a time to comfort.  Regarding the phrase in vs. 11 “for 

we are not ignorant of his Satan’s “devices” - the artful schemes and tricks of 

which believers ought to be aware, and will be if we allow the Spirit of God to 

rule in our lives. Are you allowing the Spirit to make you aware of Satan’s 

strategy against you right now? What weak point is he trying to exploit? Where 

is Satan trying to get a foothold into your life? Are you ignorant of his devices? 
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Triumph in Christ (vs. 12-17) 

Vs. 12 – The reason Paul was given tremendous opportunity to share the 

gospel in Troas is that he went…God desires for His people to be 

available…God does seek the qualified…He qualifies those who make 

themselves available to be used.  The meaning of the word door in this verse is a 

reference to the door of opportunity to share the gospel – this is what is before 

the TMFBC family every time we go out into the harvest as an evangelism 

team or as an individual asking people “How can I pray for you today?”  God 

has a harvest prepared if we would just go and tell.   

Vs. 13 – Paul had no rest because of his deep concern for the Corinthians.  

This Titus was a Greek convert whom Paul greatly loved and trusted – the 

book of Titus is a letter that Paul wrote to him and believers of all ages.  Titus 

would go back to Corinth with this letter (2 Corinthians) as affirmed in 2 

Corinthians 8:16-17.   

Vs. 14 – Paul in the middle of discussing his unscheduled trip to Macedonia, 

thanked God for his ministry, his relationship with the Corinthian believers 

and the way God had used him to help others wherever he went, despite 

difficulties.  The word triumph is a military term describing how a victorious 

Roman General would lead a procession of his army down the streets 
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celebrating victory…this would be similar in our day and age to a ticker tape 

parade for the sports team champions.  Jesus our great commander in chief 

went to Calvary and claimed the spoils of war – securing the one and only way 

for all mankind to have the opportunity to be saved.  Paul felt like this after 

Titus was found and he went back to Corinth to deliver this Holy Spirit 

inspired letter called 2 Corinthians.   

Vs. 15 – In vs. 14 the “fragrance” Paul referred to was the knowledge of Christ 

but here in vs. 15 the“fragrance” he references is the sweet smell to God for 

His faithfulness in preaching the gospel.  When we faithfully teach and preach 

the gospel with accuracy, clarity, depth, and allow ourselves to be a positive 

influence for the Gospel; God is well pleased with us. 

Vs. 16-17 – As the Roman priests burned the incense in the parade, that odor 

affected people in different ways.  To the triumphant soldiers, it meant life and 

victory; but to the conquered enemy, it meant defeat and death.  They were on 

their way to be killed by the beasts.  Using the image of the incense, Paul 

pictured the Christian ministry.  He saw believers as incense, giving forth the 

fragrance of Jesus Christ.  The Gospel is the means of salvation to the 

believer, but it will be the means of destruction to an unbeliever who dies 

apart from professing faith in Jesus the Christ.  The phrase “and who is 

sufficient for these things” – Paul is saying “in himself, no one is able to 
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preach…only those who have been called and chosen by God and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit can a human preach the gospel with God’s anointing and 

power.  False teachers were peddling a false gospel…any gospel that does not 

attest Jesus is God the Son…that does not state He is the one and only way 

unto salvation is a false gospel.  And if the believer promotes the authentic 

gospel we don’t have to fail.  Circumstances may discourage us, and people 

may oppose us and misunderstand us, but we have in Christ the spiritual 

resources to win the battle:  a clear conscience, a compassionate heart, and a 

conquering faith.  Romans 8:37 says we are more than conquerors through Him 

that loved us.   


