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1 JOHN CHAPTER 4 
 

 

Vs. 1 – John provides a stern warning to the church about false 

doctrine. The scriptures and the Holy Spirit will reveal the truth of 

one’s teaching and preaching.  I encourage our congregation to be a 

Berean congregation – Acts 17:11 tells us how we are to respond to one 

who teaches and preaches…1 John 2:19 talks about this same subject of 

deception in the end times.  Paul said, “They went from us, but they were 

not of us; for if they had been with us, they would have continued with us; 

but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them 

were of us. Read 1 Timothy 4:1-2; 2 Peter 1:20-21; and 1 Timothy 3:16-17 

are key verses that compliment and support vs. 1.  We should not 

assume every spiritual experience nor every demonstration of spiritual 

power is from God. We must test spiritual experiences and spiritual 

phenomenon to see if they are in fact from God.  In the end of times 

Matthew 24:24 says the following:  For false christs and false prophets 

will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the 

elect.  The deception is going to seem so authentic that if the Holy Spirit 

does not move powerfully in the saved, even they would believe what 

they will see in the end of times.  Read 1 Thessalonians 5:20-21.  The 
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phrase “Test all things; hold fast what is good” - testing the spirits is the 

work of the body of Christ. This job is to be done using the gifts of 

discernment God has given to Christians in general, but especially the 

leadership of a congregation.  Who are some modern day false 

prophets:  In 1992, David Koresh of the Branch Davidian group in Waco 

Texas changed the name of their commune from Mt. Carmel to Ranch 

Apocalypse, because of his belief that the final all-encompassing battle of 

Armageddon mentioned in the Bible would start at the Branch Davidian 

compound. They had calculated that the end would occur in 1995. After a 

51-day standoff, on 1993-APR-10, 76 members died as a result of a 

deliberately set fire.  The Holy Spirit serves as a communication vessel for 

the Christian, leading him/her to the truth found in the Holy Scriptures. 

Vs. 2-3 – The spirit test that is aimed at all the false teaching that existed 

during John’s time is just as applicable in our day and era.  Many 

religions believe in “a god” but you cannot be saved and be called a 

child of God if you do not believe that God the Son (Jesus) was fully a 

man and fully God at the same time.  It is this Biblical fact that 

differentiates and proves Mormonism and the Jehovah Witnesses are a 

modern day false religion although they claim to be “Christian.”  

Authentic Christianity must espouse John 1:1 and John 1:14. Both the 
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deity and humanity of Jesus are essential to our salvation.  The phrase, 

“and this is the spirit of the anti-Christ” - to deny the true Jesus is the 

basis of the spirit of the anti-christ, which John has already mentioned 

in 1 John 2:18-23. It is this “anti-Christ spirit that both opposes the true 

Jesus and offers a substitute Jesus.  The devil doesn’t care at all if you 

know Jesus - love Jesus - or even pray to Jesus just as long as it is a false 

Jesus, a make-believe Jesus, a Jesus who is not there, and who therefore 

cannot save.  Jesus has to be Lord and Savior to be saved.  Only 

authentic Christianity believes that by grace we have been saved 

through faith and not of ourselves, but it (salvation) is the gift from God 

– we can’t work our way into heaven.  So the “spiritual test in essence is 

this:  ask a person what do they believe about Jesus – what role does 

Jesus have in salvation?  Is there any other way unto salvation but 

Jesus?  And then the final phrase “and is now already in the world” – 

although the anti-Christ will have its ultimate consummation in an end-

times as a political and economic ruler, the essence of this antichrist 

spirit is present with us today.  And what is the true test of a prophet?  

It’s found in Deuteronmy 18:22 and Jeremiah 28:9 

When counterfeiters are trained they first must know everything about the 

real thing so that when a fake occurs they can easily spot it.  When we 



4 

 

accept Jesus and begin reading and studying His word we will be able to 

spot the false teaching because of the word and the Holy Spirit who will 

lead us to truth. 

Vs. 4 – The child of God need not fear the spirit of Antichrist, even 

though they should be warned of it, because we have the indwelling 

presence of the Holy Spirit (1 John 3:24).  Remember God has not given 

the Christian a spirit of fear – but power, love, and a sound mind (2 

Timothy 1:7)  That indwelling Spirit is greater than he who is in the 

world – Satan and all who do his bidding.   

Vs. 5 -6 – in these verses John offers a contrast between those in the 

world and those who are of God.  John does a contrast with truth 

speakers and false teachers in vs. 5. They (false teachers) are of the 

world – they typically make slight and subtle alterations to the gospel 

for their own good – health wealth and prosperity gospel take verses 

that have kingdom advancement meaning and they apply them to selfish 

individual desires.  In John 10:10 the phrase “abundant life” to them 

means more material stuff – Jabez’s prayer about enlarge my territory 

to them mean “enlarge my material empire.”  Although God can and 

often does bless His servants materially, it is in most cases an add on 

blessing because they first sought first the kingdom of God and His 
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righteousness.  God is far more concerned with our holiness than our 

happiness or personal comfort.  In contrast to the world and false 

teachers vs. 6 – true teachers use the word of God as their foundation – I 

can remember so many sermons where the minister just started talking 

– or read a scripture and basically put the bible aside,  he may make a 

few scripture references but really it was just a talk.  Without the word 

of we have no authority. 

Vs. 7 – No where in John’s inspired writings does he stress the need to 

love more than in vs. 7-21 of chapter 4.  These verses fall into 3 easily 

discernable sections:  (1) vs. 7-12 delves with the exhortation to love; (2) 

vs. 13-16 delves with the connection between love and sound doctrine; 

(3) vs. 17-21 delves with the perfection of love seen in confidence before 

God in the day of judgment and in love for the brethren.  Why are we 

commanded to love?  We love one another because we are loved by God, 

and have received that love, and live in light of it. We are not 

commanded to love one another to earn or become worthy of God’s 

love.  The New Testament has 3 Greek words that describe love:  Phileo 

– where we get our English word Philadelphia – it speaks of a brotherly 

love…Eros where we get our English word Erotic – it describes the 

sensual passionate love reserved Only For Biblically married couples 
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and when I say married - I mean one man and one woman in a committed 

& covenantal love relationship with each other and God till death do them 

part…and then there is the greatest of them all Agape Love…Agape love 

is not just an impulse generated from feelings.  But rather, Agape love is 

an exercise of the will, a deliberate choice - it is a love that looks out for 

the betterment of another. This is why God can command us to love our 

enemies and love those who despitefully use us because God is not 

commanding us to “have a good feeling” for our enemies or for those 

who use us, but rather God is saying, act in a loving way toward them in 

obedience to God.  Commitment is a key component that Agape love is 

based on.  The phrase “Let us love one another, for love is of God” – 

John is saying if love is of God, then those who claim to be born of God, 

and claim to know God, must be able to love one another in the body of 

Christ.  And then the final phrase of vs. 7 - “and everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God.”  Christians are not just forgiven, but we 

are born anew – born again by the Holy Spirit.  If you are saved - 

according to 2 Peter 1:4 we receive God’s nature and since God’s nature 

exhibits holiness & love as key characteristics, then God’s children must 

also reflect holiness and love. And for the record, let me say 

parenthetically “the fact that two people “love each other” - that does not 
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mean that some by-products of their love is holy unto God - same sex 

couples and heterosexual couples who are living together unmarried or 

dating each other exclusively and engaged in intimate activity…their 

actions done in the name of love for each other is not an act of love; but 

based on the Bible, that is an act of sin.  Finally, it is how we (Christians) 

love one another that the unsaved world will know we are God’s 

disciples.  We must “Love people” enough to not just sit back knowing 

they are living in unrepentant sin – we must love them enough to share the 

Gospel truth with them.   

Vs. 8 -  We love one another because we are loved by God, and have 

received that love, and live in light of it.  Love is the fruit of the Spirit 

(Galatians 5:22-23).  And Love does not define God but rather, God 

defines love!  Anyone in whom God dwells reflects His nature and 

character – for us to say we love God and hate our brother and sister 

OR if we cannot forgive our brother and sister that one makes a false 

claim.  Love and forgiveness are Hallmark characteristics of a Christian.  

If we are going to be used for kingdom advancement - we are going to 

have to radically love people in order to see them come to Christ.  The 

greatest love you can show to an unbeliever is to show them the love of 

Christ – forgive them if they have wronged you – meet or help meet a 
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visible need with them if you possess the ability to do so and then share the 

Gospel of Jesus the Christ with them.  You see…people don’t care about 

what you know…until they first, know you care…Church we must 

connect with God daily, love one another habitually, and reflect on the 

depths of God’s love passionately.   

(Vs. 9) – Now because God Is love – He must communicate love not only 

in words, but in deeds or action also. The greatest manifestation of God’s 

love was seen on Calvary’s Cross.  You see…God’s love is sacrificial – 

Love doesn’t take; Love Gives.  You can Give without Loving…but you 

cannot Love without Giving.  And when I say Give I am not talking 

about just giving financial or material things…real Love means Giving 

Direction based on the Word – Giving Discipline – Giving of your time to 

witness to the unsaved and to help bear one another’s burdens – Giving 

Service to the church – When God sent His only begotten Son to die on 

the cross for our sins that demonstrated a Love that was Giving – it was 

God…giving God…to us.  God loves us so much He did not wait on us 

to receive Him or accept Him.  No, God the Son - said to God the Father 

– humanity is in trouble – and just like we planned before the foundation 

of the earth – before man was created – Father, prepare me a body and I 

will go down to man and redeem Him – while we were yet sinning, Jesus 
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came to us.  In vs. 9 John says the love of God was “manifested.”  This 

word manifested translated from the Greek means “to come out in the 

open, to be made public.” It is the opposite of “to hide or to make secret.” 

You see under the Old Covenant, God was hidden behind the shadows 

of ritual and ceremony; behind the veil…but in Jesus the Christ “the 

life is manifested” – and 1 John 3:5 and 8  tells us why Jesus was 

manifested – (read vs. 5 and 8 from Bible).  It was at the Cross, that 

Jesus took away our sins and salvation was procured through God’s 

agape love for man.  When man was at his worst we saw God at His best – 

And God did not send Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob from the dead to save 

us…He did not send arch angels Michael or Gabriel in His place – No, 

God sent His best…vs. 9 states God sent His only “begotten Son” – the 

word “begotten” in the Greek is Mono – Ga-Nays – mono means one or 

the only one of its kind…and Ga- Nays means gene - like in DNA – the 

fact that God sent Jesus into the world is one evidence of the deity of 

Jesus the Christ and he was the one and only God man.  

Vs. 10 says (reread 10).  Jesus was our propitiation – this word means the 

removal of God’s just punishment for sin through the perfect sacrifice of 

Jesus the Christ.  Church…God is 100% pure and Holy – nothing sinful 

or evil can exist in God’s presence so the only way God can look down 
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on sinful humanity is through the perfect atoning sacrifice of Jesus the 

Christ who was our propitiation – God sees us through the righteousness 

of Jesus.  Now His love does not make God morally relaxed either – God 

does not wink at our sin – when its Valentine’s Day – when you are in 

Las Vegas for the weekend etc. you cannot say to God what is done in  

Vegas stays in Vegas.  All acts of physical intimacy between people who 

are not Biblically married is sin.  You can choose to sin and in most 

cases even choose which sin(s) you commit; but don’t forget you do not 

get to choose the consequences of your sin(s) nor the duration & severity 

of your chastisement.    

Vs. 11 - “If” is actually best rendered since and the phrase God “so 

loved” comes from a Greek word “WhoToast” which carries the idea 

“God loves in this manner or God loves like this.”  You see…when we 

backslide - God still loves us – when we do that thing we promised God if 

He delivered us from but yet, we went right back to doing it – God still 

loves us…If you get divorced – God still loves you - If you have a baby out 

of wedlock – God still loves you – If one has an abortion – God still loves 

you - If one goes to prison – God still loves you - if one gets hooked on 

alcohol or drugs – God Still Loves You…And since God loves you, we are 

to imitate Christ and love one another despite ALL of us having 
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faults…Now God does not love our sin…but God loves the person…He 

went to the cross for the sinner.  And it is worth noting - “So Loved” has 

nothing to do with quantity – this verse is saying since God loves in this 

manner, we should do what the latter part of vs. 11 states – Believers 

are to love one another.  Church there is nothing you can do to stop God 

from loving you.   The exhortation to love one another here in vs. 11 

reflects it is a responsibility.  John is saying:  God is love – and now that 

we are saved - we know God – therefore, we should love one another.  And 

John wants us to understand that love for one another must begin in the 

home and the household of faith.  If we cannot or will not love those in 

our own immediate family, if we will not love those in the household of 

faith - then we will never be able to Reflect God’s Love to the unsaved 

world.  So let’s get practical.  If we are going to live in the Manifestation 

of Divine Love like John is referring to in vs. 7-11 then we must:   

We must stop the petty squabbles and feelings of competition  

 

We should speak of one another in more honoring ways rather than 

relishing in and gossiping about the struggles and inconsistencies we 

discover  

 

We should rally to the side of those who are hurting and struggling even 

if all we have to share is a tear, an ear of concern, or a shoulder of 

compassion 

 

If we are going to live in the Manifestation of Divine Love:  
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We should be there to help the one who falls (even those who fall 

publicly)  

 

We should be quick to welcome the stranger or visitor to our fellowship  

We should be patient with each other as we mature in our faith at 

different rates and in different ways  

 

We should accept and begin using our spiritual gift to the glory of God 

and the edification of the church  

 

We should be willing to give of ourselves in order to help someone else  

We should be willing to pray for and with each other 

We should forgive others who have wronged us and we should ask for 

forgiveness from those we have wronged.   

 

Vs. 12-13 – First of all “no one has seen God” because God is “spirit.” 

So how do you reconcile Exodus 24:9-10 that says “Then Moses went up, 

also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel and they 

saw the God of Israel.” Or Genesis 32:30 which says, “So Jacob called 

the name of the place Peniel: For I have seen God face to face, and my life 

is preserved.” In both occurrences those who saw God, saw God in what 

is called a Theophany – a physical appearance or personal manifestation 

of God to a person – no doubt Exodus 24:10 refers to a physical 

appearance of human being.  There are 4 primary types of theophanies: 

1. human kind – Exodus 24:10 
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2. In a vision (Balaam saw a vision of God in Numbers 24:4) 

3. By the angel of the Lord verbally speaking, (Genesis 22:11) the 

most common form – Angel of the Lord spoke to Abraham not to 

sacrificially kill Isaac. 

4. Angel of the Lord in an object – Exodus 3:4-5 – angel of the Lord 

speaks to Moses in a burning bush. 

 

No human has ever seen God face to face because God is Spirit –

remember when Moses wanted to see God how did God answer Moses 

(Exodus 33:20-23).  People can see “the God in us” when we live out the 

mission and purpose of God in our lives…Jesus wants us to love the 

widows, orphans, strangers, those in prison – and what we do to the 

least of these, we are also doing it to Jesus.  I know immigration is a 

concern in America…and having safe borders is a good thing…the 

Isrealites would create walls around their city…that is what Nehemiah 

led the Jewish people to do in his inspired book; but, how does the love 

of Good show up when you separate children from their parents and 

lock up children in cages?  Regarding the phrase in vs. 12 – ”His love 

has been perfected in us” – the word perfected uses the Greek word 

teleioo, which doesn’t mean “perfect” like we view in English – flawless 

or makes no mistakes.  But this word in the Greek carries the idea of 

“mature” and “complete.” If we love one another, then the love of God is 

“mature” and “complete” in us.  In vs. 13 – it starts off with the phrase 

“By this” – what is “this” - If we love one another.  Since no one has seen 
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God at any time, loving one another provides evidence for the presence of 

God dwells in us.  The Holy Spirit is our seal and guarantee we are 

children of the King and we receive the Holy Spirit immediately after 

we accept Jesus as our Savior.  The Holy Spirit gives us the power to 

love in the manner Jesus taught us.  Without the Holy Spirit we could 

not love those who despitefully use us – without the Holy Spirit we could 

not pray for our enemies.  Matter of fact, when you cannot pray for 

yourself, the Holy Spirit prays for us; He corrects our prayers (Romans 

8:26).  And then in vs. 13 when it says “we know that we abide in Him” -  

Christians don’t have to merely “guess” we are saved, and “guess if ” we 

will make it to heaven, thus having no assurance of salvation before we 

pass from this world to the next. We can know, and we can know now, on 

this side of eternity. We know based on reading, receiving, and exercising 

what is taught in the Romans Road to Salvation – Romans 3:23; Romans 

6:23a; Romans 5:8; and Romans 10:9.  Finally, make note of the 

emphasis John places in saved people “abiding in Christ.” Jesus said in 

John 15:4, Abide in Me, and I in you. And in John 15:7, He said, If you 

abide in Me, and My words abide in you. You will ask what you desire, and 

it shall be done for you.” One of the ways Jesus abides in us – lives in us 

– is through His word.  Reading the word of God, praying back the word 
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of God, and being obedient to the word of God are emphasized at 

TMFBC because God emphasizes it. 

Vs. 14-15 – These verses make null and void every other religious 

teaching including 2 that claim to be Christian – Mormons and Jehovah 

Witnesses.  Again, it is what you teach about who Jesus is that validate 

true Christianity.  Who are the “we” in vs. 14?  Contextually the “we” 

who give testimony in this verse are those who saw Jesus originally, the 

eyewitnesses to His presence. They knew the Father sent the Son as Savior 

of the world.  So speaking as one who has the Spirit of God (He has given 

us of His Spirit), John declares 3 essential truths about who God is and 

how He saves us. 

1. That the Father has sent the Son 

2. That He (Jesus) was sent as Savior of the world. 

3. Knowing and understanding Jesus is the foundation for abiding in 

Him (Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides 

in him, and he in God). 

 

In vs. 15 – when it says, “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, and he in God” - we must know that it isn’t enough to 

know the facts about who Jesus is; we must confess the truth (Romans 

10:9). The idea behind the word confess is “to be in agreement with.”  

And truth is what the word of God says not man’s opinion.  We must 

agree with God about who Jesus is, and we find out what God says 
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about Jesus through the Word of God. You can know something 

without being in agreement with it; but God demands our true 

agreement with who Jesus is and since Jesus is also “the Word” - God 

demands His word be the final authority on all matters of life. 

Vs. 16 – You know to feel God’s love is very precious, but to believe it 

even when you do not feel it, is the noblest; it’s living by faith.  The 

Apostle Paul in Romans 8:35-39 tells us nothing can separate us from 

the Lord of God.  You cannot “outsin” God’s love for you.  Finally 

regarding the phrase - “He who abides in love abides in God, and God in 

him” - the Christian who has this kind of relationship with God will be 

virtually “immersed” in God’s love; it becomes his environment, his 

place of abiding. 

Vs. 17-18 – These verses deal with the perfecting of love both now and in 

eternity.  A perfected love refers to a mature love – because we are 

saved people who will sin from time to time; we know we are not 

“perfect.”  We can have boldness in the day of Judgment in that we 

don’t need to fear it because of the perfect atoning and sacrificial love 

Jesus had for us on the Cross.  Judgment for the Christians is for 

rewards in heaven not to see if we will go to heaven.  That is why we can 

have boldness.  John says “the day” because this day is affixed in God’s 
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timetable – no man knows the day or the hour but it is a certainty – that 

is why we are to daily let our lives so shine.  We may know the greatness 

of Jesus’ salvation now; but we will really know it in the day of 

judgment.  When God reveals to us all the things we did and there is no 

reward for it; we will see how much He loved us for we will still go to 

heaven because we confessed with our mouth the Lord Jesus and we 

believe in our heart God raised Jesus from the dead.  Vs 18 – Regarding 

the phrase “There is no fear in love” - the completeness of love means 

we do not cower in fear before God, dreading His judgment, either now 

or in the day of judgment. We know all the judgment we ever deserved 

– past, present, and future – was poured out on Jesus Christ on the 

cross.  The fear John writes of here is not the appropriate reverence we 

should all have of God, but the kind of fear which involves torment – 

that agonizing kind of fear which robs our soul of all joy and confidence 

before God. It is the fear that is the opposite of boldness in the day of 

judgment.  We who are Christians will neither be afraid nor be 

ashamed when Jesus comes back to Judge this world.  We don’t fear 

because we have not been given a spirit of fear but of love, power, and a 

sound mind.  God’s love will quite our fears – read Romans 8:38-39.   
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Vs. 19 – The first step of receiving God’s love – the first step in the 

salvation process is initiated by God; left up to ourselves we are not 

capable of doing this.  This statement “we love Him” is something that 

every Christian should boldly proclaim without fear or embarrassment.  

Is there anyone online afraid or ashamed to say “I love Jesus”? 

Vs. 20-21 - If someone says, “I love God”: It is often easier for someone 

to proclaim his love for God, because that regards a private relationship 

with an invisible God. But John rightly insists that our claim of loving 

God is false if we do not also love our brother, and that this love must be 

seen.  For all of these self proclaiming “evangelical Christians” who say 

they love God but they don’t speak out against and do what they can to 

turn the tide of systemic racism – afraid to speak out against the fact we 

don’t live in a nation that lives by innocent until proven guilty – if we 

are not living – voting – and acting in ways that promote justice flowing 

down to all people like a river – if we are not concerned with the least of 

these…your claim of loving God based on the word of God is either very 

immature or its false.  Slave owners held up Bibles and said they were 

Christians who loved God but they still enslaved Africans stolen and 

brought to America…this new normal we live in is going to expose sin – 

we are living in a era where God is demonstrating Numbers 32:23 which 
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says, “But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the 

Lord; and be sure your sin will find you out.”  One may be a spiritual 

dwarf because one lacks love. One may know the Word, may never miss 

a service, may pray fervently, and may demonstrate gifts of the Spirit. 

Yet in it all, that one may be like Cain, offering to God the fruit of his 

hands and not the fruit of the Spirit. 

 


