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by Pastor Louis L. Rosenthal

     have read various articles regarding 
the profile of “seeker friendly” people.  
“Seeker friendly” people are unsaved 
people but they are searching for truth.  
They visit churches seeking authentic 
fellowship and love from people 
who have been transformed by Jesus 
in order that they may discover for 
themselves, if the Christian lifestyle is 
really real.  Additionally, the “seeker 
friendly” visitors are not looking for 
fancy buildings and religious franchises 
but rather, they are 
searching for a church 
whereby people will 
accept them right 
where they are until 
Christ can change 
them.  Now I can’t 
speak for others, but I 
want to live my life in 
such a way – I want to 
serve as pastor in such 
a way that God uses me 
and the membership 
of The McKinney First 
Baptist Church to 
lead countless “seeker 
friendly people” to saving faith in 
Jesus.   One of the greatest gifts God gives 
to His church is a vision and an open 
door of opportunity to help transform 
its community with the Gospel.  

 I believe 2017 is going to be a  
   challenging year and a year the “true     
     church” experience persecution because 

we choose to live 
godly and preach 
the uncompromised 
Gospel.  But we have 
hope and we fight 
from victory because 
of our faith in Jesus 
the Christ.  The church 
needs to be in vigilant 
prayer for God to reign 
down Holy Spirit power that encourages 
every born again believer to go share 

with boldness and 
conviction the gospel 
of Jesus the Christ to all 
people in our sphere 
of influence.  We are 
living in the season of 
the return of Jesus the 
Christ yet; too many 
people don’t have time 
for that which should 
be of highest priority 
– corporate prayer, 
corporate worship, and 
reading & studying 
the Bible to get closer 
to God and to be 

equipped to share the Gospel.  The harvest is 
plentiful and the laborers are few; therefore, 
we must pray to the Lord of the Harvest to 
send out laborers into His harvest.  I pray 
each one of us strive to live out God’s tailor-
made plan for our lives in 2017.  

“I believe 2017 is 
going to be a 

challenging year 
and a year the “true 
church” experience 

persecution because 
we choose to live 
godly and preach 

the uncompromised 
Gospel.”



 

As you read Acts, 
     watch for . . . 
.... An eager anticipation of 

the Lord’s return keeps us 
living productively (1:9-11)

.... To walk in the Spirit is to 
obey the initial promptings 
of the Spirit. (1:24, 25; 6:1-
5; 10:19)

.... God blesses us so that we 
might bless others. (2:44-
47; 4:32-37)

.... Prayer is life’s greatest 
time saver. (4:25-31;  
12:5-17)

As the second volume in a two-part work by Luke, this book originally might 
have had no separate title. But all available Greek manuscripts designate it by the 
title Praxeis, “Acts, or by an expanded title such as, “The Acts of the Apostles.” The 

term Praxeis was commonly used in Greek literature to summarize the accomplishments of outstanding 
men.

While the apostles are mentioned collectively at several points, this book emphasizes the act of Peter 
(chapters 1 - 12) and of Paul (13 - 28). Peter took an immediate leadership role in the church at Jerusalem, 
while Paul took the lead in expanding the reach of the church to the gentiles outside of Israel.

The Book of Acts covers about the first three decades of the church after the resurrection of Christ 
and spotlights important event that took place from Jerusalem to Rome. Luke recorded not only the 
successes of the early church, but also its challenges.

Theme:  The Book of Acts highlights the apostles’ preaching regarding the resurrected Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and emphasizes how the Holy Spirit empowered, guided, protected and encouraged the 
members of the church to boldly serve as witnesses for Jesus.

Author: The physician Luke, who uses the pronoun “we” during some of the narrative.

 Christ in . . . Acts 
THE BOOK OF ACTS gives the account of Jesus’ ministry 
being passed on to His disciples. Their mission was 
to proclaim the resurrected Christ and fulfill the Great 
Commission given to them by Jesus (Matt. 28:19-
20). The disciples acted as witnesses to the salvation 
brought about by Christ (4:12; 10:43).



Women’s Christmas CelebrationTHANK YOU!!
On behalf of Prison Fellowship and Angel Tree 2016, a special 

thank you to all those that helped sponsor an Angel or Angels this 
year for Christmas. Your love and acts of kIndness helped brighten 
the hearts of many families and the smiles were of happiness and 

joy. May God’s faithfulness always be with you.

SL
EEP-OVER

 2017 TFMBC’s
WOMEN

At TMFBC’s Fellowship Hall
Games, Fashion Show, Food, Speaker, Movies, Ice Breakers

Bring your sleeping bag/pillow
Air mattress & positive attitude

Please sign up by January 11th.

January 13th – 14th



Saturday, January 21st from 10:30am - 12pm.

Please be sure to come meet and pray for our 2017-2018 
servant leaders.  Each servant leader will be introduced to the 

church during the worship service January 8th and Pastor 
Rosenthal will pray a prayer of  dedication and consecration 

over the 2017-2018 servant leaders.



 

 

1.  Do you enjoy taking the initiative to greet others? 
2.  Do you have a warm smile and inviting personality? 
3.  Do you believe in making a great first impression? 

If you answered ‘Yes’ to any of these questions, then the 
Greeters Ministry is the place to be. We provide training for 
new greeters, creating alternating teams of greeters, while 
treating the ministry as one of the major ministries of the 
church. Please join us and be a part of a fun and friendly 
ministry, where all are welcomed and united in Christ.   

For more information please reach out to any Greeters Ministry 
member or email: greetersministry@hotmail.com .   

 TO ALL GREETERS PLEASE NOTE:
Our first 2017 meeting is going to be 1/14/2017 at 10:00AM 

in the Co-Ed SMBS class 216.



        ctober 2016 was our last visit to the State of Guanajuato, Mexico and during this trip we were able to visit three ranchos and 
partner with a local Baptist church to do help with starting a church in Rancho Parra, Cortazar. (Cortazar is the main city to which 
all the ranchos we have been visiting are part of.)  In this trip, I was accompanied by my sister-in-law, Rosahisela and Sister Karen 
Smith. It was such a blessing to be able to share this experience with them right there so they too experienced the joy of going out 
of our comfort zone to share with people in need of a Savior. 
        Our first stop was the girls orphanage in Cortazar. There is a new director and workers and also three new girls -- all sisters 

-- ages 2 , 5, and 6. In this occasion, we taught them some Christian children’s songs (thanks 
to my sister-in-law who has a big repertoire) and did some crafts. We also met some high 
school students that along with their teacher were participating in a school program about 
doing community work --something not much talk about in this area of Mexico. The teacher 
after listening to our songs came to us and told us he too was a Christian who attends a 
Baptist church and was thrilled to know what we are doing in Cortazar’s ranchos. We are 
planning some projects with them. We went to the orphanage for 4 consecutive mornings 
(10 - 12 noon) before heading to Huizache in the afternoon. In each craft that we made 
with them, we took the opportunity to bring up Jesus’ name and HIS plan for their lives 
-- to be light of the World and live for HIM. One night we decided to do crowns and I 
told my helpers I did not have a story line to go with it. Yes, I thought of Esther and so did 
they. But I kept telling them, the story is too long and complicated for their minds. If you 

try to simplify it, then it is reduced to a beauty contest. I presented my dilemma to the Lord during my 
devotional time and during breakfast discussed it with them (helpers) but still no story / object lesson 
to tell. I said, “The Lord will give me something I know because HE loves these girls and this is HIS 
project not mine. As Rosa was singing with the girls, I was walking around the room praying and singing 
and then my eye caught a cover of a coloring book. It had Disney’s princesses -- like all of them. And I 
knew what I was going to say. We talked about what makes a princess a princess and how they live or 
dress and people’s view of them. And then, I told them about what the Bible says about God’s people, 
WE ARE ROYALTY in HIS eyes. The eyes of the little ones lightened up. One actually put on a big 
smile and said, “So, I’m a princess?” “Yes, you’re Jesus’ princess.” It was a beautiful time to be able to 
bring hope and joy to these girls, rejected and many forgotten (one girl has been in 9 homes!) but there 
is Jesus, loving them and we do too. There are more stories but my page is small. If you decide to go, 
be ready to give and receive hugs!

Our next stop for three days in a row + Monday, was our Rancho Huizache. There we taught, played and sang with 58 children. 
At the end of the third day, someone told us a total of 70 came. Yes, we know 
many come for the novelty: People from the U.S. with crafts and stories they are 
not used to see or hear plus snacks and candies. But the point is like the apostle 
Paul says, “... in every way, Christ is preached and in this I rejoice...”  WE ARE 
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS and sharing God. At the end of the day, we 
know someone heard about Jesus and HIS love shown through us to them.  
From Huizache, MON-WED from 5:00 - 6:30pm we went to another nearby 
rancho, El Saus where a lady, Eugenia Moreno, lent her nicely tiled-patio for 
us to teach about 15 kids. The following day we had 25 children and about 
six mothers gathered in the living room where Rosahisela taught them from  
Proverbs 31.  This is God’s grace. Someone coming and wanting us to visit 
their rancho and doing all the recruiting and preparations themselves. 
        The last three days (Thur-Sat) were spent in Rancho El Parra where a local pastor is using an existing 
church building to start a church. The previous pastor left the place after a lawsuit and a private citizen 
purchased it as an investment. She then allowed this Baptist pastor, Jose Luis Martinez to do services there. We 
had 28 children; of these 20 are unchurched. The last day the few new members (6 months newborns) celebrated 
with a dinner after the Sunday service (4 - 6pm). The pastor asked us to go back and I said we will as soon as the 
Lord let me. These were 10 intense days of teaching, sharing, and praying for these people in Cortazar.
          Oct 31st - Nov 1st is a dark time in Mexico. They don’t celebrate Halloween like us but the day of the 
dead. They go to the cemeteries all day long; there are parades carrying their statues of their beloved “saint” 
and singing and reciting prayers. It is as bad as our Oct 31st but worst as the 
darkness is clouded by a religious mantle. See next page with more images. A store clerk with her face painted in honor to the dead. 

This is practiced for the whole week until Nov 1st.



We taught and fed  145 children at four different locations within the parameters of the city of Cortazar: 
Rancho Huizache, Rancho El Parra, Rancho El Saus and Casa Hogar para Ninas (Home for Girls). More 
than 36 mothers were instructed in two separate class based on Proverbs 31. We gave approximately 40 
pairs of flip flops, 44 children’s Bibles; 65 t-shirts for boys and girls; 30 for girls only; several packages 
of underwear for boys and girls; 7 polos for school uniforms; small meals for 6 consecutive days at two 
locations (afternoon and evening); paid for all snacks, candies, and crafts for VBS to cover all 145 children 
in all locations and the final closing “party”. God blessed us also with the opportunity to purchase 
glasses for a 6-year old who is blind in one eye. The mission was larger, the resources ($) smaller but we 
had no need for anything! God provided to cover and still leave a love offering for the local pastor to 
help with gas.



Join us each Tuesday night from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. for our corporate 
prayer. This is where we come together as a collective body to raise our 
voices to God in prayer and supplication.

  

Spotlight on Charles Smith
v Family/Hometown:  -- Born and raised in Bryan, TX. In my  

immediate family I have 6 brothers and one sister.

 v What is your favorite thing to do?  -- I enjoy I enjoy watching most major
 sports.  As a sports enthusiast, I especially follow the Dallas Cowboys  

(America’s Team) as well as being an avid follower of The University of  
Texas Longhorns Football, Men’s and Women’s Basketball Teams.

 
v What three traits define you? -- I believe the three traits that define me are Integrity/Humility/

Compassion.  

v Who would play you in the movie of your life?  -- Morgan Freeman
.
v Favorite Food?  -- Chicken Fried Steak. Dessert is homemade peach cobbler.

v What one skill do you wish that you could master? -- The skill of swimming.

v What do you like best about TMFBC? I was attracted to TMFBC by its Family atmosphere and 
congregational closeness.  My grandparents were instrumental in my decision to become a member 
while I was a college student.  Active members who I am related to include Donna (sister), Tamika 
(niece), Chance (nephew), Maggie (aunt) and Napoleon & Connie (cousins).



At TMFBC, we take the studying of the Word of God seriously. We invite you to 
come and explore the depths of HIS Word by participating in the opportunities 
offered each week.

Wednesday Bible Study: We are currently studying the book of Philippians. We meet at 
                                                       12:00 noon and at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Bible School: Sunday morning Bible School occurs from  9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
     We offer classes for men, women, young adults, youth, and children. 

Come, learn, and fellowship as we get deeper in HIS Word.

THE LOST – More than 700,000 people in our county don’t know Jesus (that’s 75% of us)
HE HURTING – About 70% of violent crime in Collin County is family violence
THE TRUTH – Only salvation through Jesus Christ transforms -- an individual, a 
        family, a community, our culture

EASY SIGN UP: Prayer Volunteers sign up online • Neighbor lists are 
generated • Prompts shared to guide prayers

Imagine What God Would Do . . .
If we prayed for our neighbors -- by name

www.pray4everyhome.com

“The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His 
face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord 

lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.”      
Numbers 6:24-26
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LET’S MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR 
HIS KINGDOM!


